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NO. 61. 


THE POLITIC AL EXAMINER. 


—_———s 


Party is the maduess of many for ioy for the gi ain of a fet, 
Swirr. 


No. 61. 
_———— 
‘CINTRA CONVENTION AND ITS CONTINGENCIES. 
—a 


' Tye nation at large has long ago sctiled it's opinion re- 


specting the Ciutra Conyeution, and every subsequent act 
ofthe higher powers has only tended to contirm that opi- 


' nion. The public curiosity respecting the debate on Tues- 


day looked mercly to the numbers that might divide for or 
ngainst Ministers: people knew very well that the Opposi- 
tion, cousidered as an. Opposition, could say nothing against 
the measure that has not already been said over and over 
again, or rather that they could not, because they dared 
not, say so*mach; they knew very well, that Lord Henry 
Perry would put the question with just as much truth as 
would shew that he was fighting for place and not agains: 

it, and that Lord Castiergacu wou 

much insolent falshood as would prove his dz 


mon sense.—The division, or in other words, “the mere’ 


question huw far Placemen in the tfouse of Commons could 
prevail, was the old miserable object to which the natioa 
levked, as it hasbeen accustemed to do for some years 
past, with a mixture of sullen and of frigid curiosity, the re- 
sult of long corruption in the Senate aad still longer pa- 
tience in the people. : 

Thiags however have literally become so bad, that it 


requires more than ordinary talents to give them any to- 


lerable gloss; a few hard scratches at the supertices shew 
at once the ruttcuness of the foundation on which the wel- 
fare of the State depends at present for support, and asthe 
recent inquiries, BEGUN BY THE PEOPLE and followed 
up by one or two of their real Representatives, have shewn 
the potency of simple truth by threatening the existence as 
wéil as exposing the weakacss of the Ministry, men who at 
all valug their character for common thinking caynvt but 
“s with the nation on cases flagrantly wianitest, corruption 

every day sinks faster into,a stfte of dotage that threatens 
it with a loss of it's common gains as well as common f[a- 
culties, and the consequence is, that om tho first debate 
that affected the*Parli influence of the Miaisters, 
they have tarried the qnestion bya majority of fifty only, 


in 203 to '159._—Shasbe ag it is to the people of thisnation, 


that their universal opinien eapnot obtain the sway amung 
their Representatives, even the present instance .of somics 
thiag like an opposition, powerful when it has truth oti it's 
ee eens isa comsolation to i dmg indepen- 


| foriner points, 


§- | ings, a9 * avery ill-WedGentleman.” 


s-?* 


SUNDAY, FE BRUAR Y 26, 1809, 


ee 


“ 

Lord Henry Perry opened the debate with a cle r 
statement of many unhappy facts, such as the irresolution 
of Ministers in point of time and in point of object, the 
totally inadequate equipment of the expedition, pi urticularly 
as to provisions and cavalry, the supersession of the Ge- 
nerals, the mortifying contrast of Bonarakre’s political and 
military tacticss and the miserable faree of the Buard of 
Inquiry. The answer of Lord CasrLercaar tu these facts 
was-really, thoug h it came from that Noble ‘Lord, in & sins, 
gular style of barefaced shufifing. The first artifice of Uds 
man of feeling is to affect an extreme candeur by goitig be 
yond his accuser in pointing out other prohable grounds of 
accusation, ty which meaus he cadeaveurs, bst, te confound 
what he kas dose properly, or that of which he ‘is not ac. 


‘cused, with svhat he has done ill, or that ‘of which he is 


accused ;-and Zdly, to throw an imputation of suspicjows 


cautiod on the silence of his accuser with respect to the 
Out of a little that is granted he therefore 
makes a great deal, and draws off. the attention of ‘the: 
House with a kind of jocular appeal to their pathetic feel»: 
This | artifice Ote, 
cupiés at Tedsf one third of bis speech as reported in the, 
newspapers. Another third ig taken upewith the enteaiatie 
of his old talent, flat contradiction, . Thus im spiteofavhat 
every body else, whether ministerial or not, has ackuow- 
led ged, —iv spite of ali those who were eye- witnesses of the 
contrary, and ‘in spite of his gallant Friend; Sir Anttgn 
Wotrestey hiuvself, who attributed the escape, of tha, 
Fresch after the battle of Vimtera, and in fact tie Convenes 
tion itself, to the want of cavalry, he asserts that the. cas; 
valry were guite sufficicut:fer the purpose, béeause they - 
were equal in nuqiber to thése of the enemy. ‘1 vieed not 
say, that this singular assertion is utterly withort proof, 
both in point of reasoning and of fact. As to the artillery , 
horses, which bave been inv variably represented by. all the, 
creditable éye-witnesses, who could bave neither face now 
policy i iv denying the tact, as at once bliad, lame; aud sick, « 
the Nobic Lord tells us, not only thatthey were more than- 
sufficicut aud the best of amy, but adds, with an air quite | 
degagee, that they were very much adini?@? by the Frene!-, 
‘¢ *Pon henour,” I-suppose;—* very much adinired, * Pom , 
benew |” Blind to be sure, but don’t mention itu Jame 
and sick, but let that rest; ** they were every. much ade: 
mired by the French,” His Lordship however doesmmvt i 
tefl us How the French admired them, or what they said, of ” 
why heard them. isthe Noble Lord awave that tlicre is ou | 
admiration not only of amazed liking, bat of amaded dislike? 
People; for instarce, admire the conduct of Mr. Warnres. 
and at ‘tlie same time they cannot but admire that of the 
Duke of Yorn; people admire the. wit of Suca:sas, 
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new cainpaign aie : 
ives him n ee 

com and take ‘ ew military glory 
and of the sther “haa pt en @ the Gk 8 
have justice on r fconf our Allies. Oh! that Soe nes 
folly ? Oh! that ee and see her ac or ee 
5 ; visdom should leudly li vlated by 

y lift up her é J 

yoce in 


stares micht . ; 
a siznify wh 
a Noble Lord, by Pose os our admirable horses 
» E ry ; ¥- ; >s. | Our slre 
pred age ee oo saifreye i rish fisute of speech, calls |: rstreets, and be thus treal d 
ship is certainly at liberty t 1is Countrymen. His a themselves the Kio’s ods ee by aset of idlers calli 
wittier Irisha o make a beas d- | pride, and ri ‘ants, who first , 
xen have dor cast of bimself, as Taal then insult | st neglect her fi 
comparison ; b Be before him, f a9 Se thine,” eri ; : ier by precede t! : Wa, _— 
é t how » lor the sak pm? cried his Lordshi , nt !'—-** W ° 
his con ; but how far the Irish sake of a} wecks wdship, *¢ in a sh as it no- 
ipliment as rish may deserv eks to have tak a short campaign of 
know. ind » remams to be-di serve or take | str » taken possession f aign of thrée 
, indeed, how f: e discovered. H strength; to have def of a country of : 
ohid ton: alll , ar torture has BP e may | have lib efeated an army of 25 7 reat 
ay have good r s rendered the iberated a wil v of 25,000 
€as0 cies “in lame whole country fr ,000 men, 
prey: of himself and his ire at that the pe ee my, and to have hawt ite — the grasp of fa 
+k; but let him b ld colleagues has go-'| No; it is nothi ; it again to its vail 
; e assured So made them thing, may it met s Own peo vle 2” 
nor likely to | , that they < : to lose y it is worse thi er 
be sv in ti , y are neither bli se not only the g ; an nothing, if w 
ther the arti imes like thes r blind, | but : : : e great ob ~ oF we are 
illery-hor ese,’ Towéy , | but also the acquisition i ject of all th ae 
, ‘i tion itself. 3 is acquisilion 
contemptible, hi ses were good or bad i, whe- | merely to s di : ilself, if we aret ton, 
° att , se os » to defeat : 
Sells as. ‘with 1is Lordship at the » admiralile or ad it forth to beat us eat an arm} 
sus, witha feeling ; e ¢lose of his portant occasion, fi : at us on another and ane 
menus follawell ‘ling obvious enough, tk panegyric, | In a campai , for which very occasi d more im- 
‘ . - 665 . ¢ r ear ° ‘ on we d fe: . 
asian \® that an army w: gh, that ‘it ae eee Tb paign of a few wecks efeated it 
~~ 9 aod ihts tancent ie) was uscless, even wi . countries, but ke cks BonAPARTE not ee 
racleristic of ee ay Blew brings in wilhout th . cE ps them for eve ” only gains 
his Lordship’ Be me to the third em, but takes away ‘ver, and not 1 
cable preced rdship’s lozie, a f ird cha- | I am sure i s away so much st only keeps 
dent, “ Often.” zie, a fondness for i : am sure if we had aA strength from his 
we went to w OS en, says his ~ : inappli- of P { suffered the Fre s enemies, 
ar sells : ’ S 4s OFrds ortus: ‘ ° rench . 
eo Rig « Pa i 86 sitaations, ie Sas “when | much ne sa rie have been oe ig 2 a 
thy re he: - : ‘ 4) ause 10 t . . . . wit se 
case when Sir |} e had but 150 10 artillery- | yet ie North of Spai quite as 
Sir Ra , aud the same y- | yet the Portugues Spain as we have 
With re tra ABencro me was the guese expedili e have beer 
spect to tl MBIE Was in Alot sole purpose of ion, we are told, w Vi 
tho mr : , 1€@ superses tart ctvland.’— o Oo better assis mo ~ i ne, was for s 
rp Soa ‘ses hardly aati thes of the Generals, he rare ground that a ve 6 2 and it is sae 
‘rations t! : »thatin any extensi eet ars re end, ther ‘fence of the Convention i 
hands.” ve chief cor yw extensive iii ar , therefore, has bec onvention 1s res! 
y” as for instan nmand should vim | asil is now p , has becn unattainable by peer 
pened that o nce, Sin the Low € not change ( hay proved to have bee able by these means 
n one occasi ow Countrics i ge} have been een, the means certainly ’ 
bours > occasion, within tl ries it hap- | ¢. inadequate caus certain! 
, ho fewer th , withia the ; ap- | feated at Lisb ate. Bonapante Was y must 
ond on the ; an four such | period of 48 isbon, even thoug :tc was not to be d 
subject of € clianeves took pl one after the ough we had th ‘ ce- 
questio / of Courts of - ok place ;” e other. 7 ree Commander 
sdopted “4 ee us ** that heats ts l.@ settles the bis obs that he could do ma : the noble Lord's Tice 
. sO : | his ehai y nmnge z e CuICcEe 
Now what eve ‘sll 1 important periods phd bave been | nothing j ey to shew us Re 0H he went out of 
countries, different re precedents to do with atstory." Minishers at any Lord Henry Pet aA eae aunh oe 
The ee mes, i > ith diffe — lec aie evry had sai ; 
i is, not tf course differen! _ rent | by chance three coecmoner of the ee — - 
ew horses, or 1ere is a prec vans? \ land, onel sposable forces to ; Spanisla war wid 
a few hours » or no horses, for s' precedent for hay- , , one in the Baltic sto assist it, one in Ir 
J , or for instituti siperseding PES and that the Minis , and ene in the ai Y Afe- 
whether the thing i stituting Boards of & Gene rals in | forces t Ministers should have i e Mediterranean ; 
scnsonable. Ti g is right or wrong Inquiry, but | answ o the seat of war. II inunediately sent these 
portant periods oa are precedents 6 wemane or un- | oe a facls? With 4 — Lord Castieredcn 
, our hi 2. i * allows the si ; ¢ usual bareface ‘ 
ee ee © ange MN a, 6 et i ane 9 barge saris pe ee 
cas ike a tu: at isn D ukes all 7 ’ nobody ied arcues | = 
: ; idman. T ; © reason wl! ther for U y could expect gues in the 
ing his infere - The Noble J . 1y I should 1¢ purpose of pee them to 
niere ord ald | nobody te se of proccedi meet toge- 
he would d nces from German 1s fond of d ; 0 y talked of E : e ne to one iI ” 5 
raw great ji example: I wi raw- | thing a expecting this; b 2 place, whereas 
would learn to instead of s wish to G g as orders? Hi Bova ut are thers 
arm to re | small oi vod persed . is Lordship can s ess no such 
how ima remember ies, and tl ersede his Gene pcan send out 
ny pig-tail , hot how m: en he | down fri iencrals; he c: orders to su- 
but how s the Austriz naay Generals wn friendly citi an send out ord ; 
many campai ans have had i als, or | ders to fi 7 es and wh rders to batter 
nerals and thei paigns they hav in a campaig ers to form a juncti why eould he -not 
1eir ad S ve lost. wi paso, tion c . ction? Gr . send out or- 
Joner twice: pig-lails too 7 , with all their G could have be ies anting howeve 
ice in the el Did Boxar ir Ge- | of the w een effected, he r that this june- 
Sduur space of tw NAPARTE supers ie whole fore d, he laughs at ‘ J 
ve other day wo days? Di persede | if orce for the mangys @ the inade 
; js? Did | if Lord e reducl equac 
we pane po he supersede We supersede | thein aha meant that 20 pi * me Pyrenees, 7 
er? Do his G another é FEREAU, in | fi , w,”” he cri should be se . 
for wa 6 Generals ini » and Bern » in | for the Pyrences wi ries, ** could 25 e sent with 
Castre rses Or provisi victories or thei in France?’’ J : 0,000 men in Spaii contend 
asTtenescu? Y sions? No; eir men | m iow indeed, an Spain, and 400,000 
rive the ou know ve ; and why, my J. ore to conque we» and yet he sen v0! 
be didn “ae er? It is Seca gna you tala eee takes a delight "é ei Powe eyen at on a + few 
rest gives no mili % o | So fi men oF dempiug hi , e anan 
every possible f and want of tal sno military offic ar from thinking ug himself from hi | 
bec e foresight a talent ; it is beca ces | the seizu ug a force of 25 is own month. 
subjects os even makes a aeaae that he can cate Te coulithiek tact oe Pyreaces, hate adequate for 
eets at once to si : ie chemi mmaad: | h e militar s the universal bli 
subsistenc o simplify cal talent ': | hundred-and fi y-force of this cot public 
ec, and m: y and stre s of his fty thou ee is country 
the ’ makes uni ngthen ti defence and hot sand -men ry, the ose . 
awrety of multi mity of obj i means hoxour.- w; nm whom we keep f 
as ec of rw e Kee cote. 
vultiplicity of a ject the forerunner annually, a suin d ,» with twenty three milli p for our. 
ttainment. ~', | and | his head. w raWn from «as lik ions of ‘money 
y | tant, that all-involvi r employed on that ehh, om . 
. ing occamon. One - ; most nuper- 
s at a great loss 


and they aioe 
short, ac ae how much he «.. taken to d 
reason, the Ag a Jepics sound honesty avy i 
C sevicncise 06 bey admire the iepedbaca red 
wags, and I will coe the Jie to both. The F of Lord 
answer for what their ee rai 
4 ieir 





tu imagine what the Noble Lord can mean, when he says 
that these 23,00@ men would have had to contend with 
100,000 men im Spain, and 400,000 in France. From 
the middle of August to Whe latter end of October, at least 
two months and upwards, the 100,000 men tn Spain could 
hardly manage to keep their post in the. Pyrenees even 
arainst the Spaniards, and for at least three months pre- 
vious the 400,009 men of whem his Lordship now talks, 
were in effect scattered al a distance, and about Germany, 
aud evidently could not be brought to the scene of action. 
At that time, let the reader remember that Lord Casrie- 
reaca and lis colleagues were talking of the amazing op- 
portunities offered them, of the desperate situation of the 
Frerch, and of the exquisite probability of defeating Bo- 
waparTe at Lisbon. Now when the result is reversed, 
they vf course reverse the picture, and endeavour to prove 


ee . | 
that there was no hope, even for British soldiers, at the 


Pyrenees; and that nothing could be done. théré even 
with the assistance of the Spaniards. With what face can 
they reconcile thése gross contradicticns? With what 
face can they tell us at éne time, that the Spaniards 
could beat the-French with ease at the Pyrenees, ard 
nt another that the Spaniards and English tegether. could 
nol have beaten them? Lastly, with what face can 
Jord Castiereacu conclude his panegyric on blind 
horses and blinder men, by saying, that ‘ if the vic- 
tory and armislice had come together every thinking 
man would kave received the matter differently,” and that 
the general dislike of the Cenvention was ‘* a heuled and 
hasly feeling which the public had suffered to be too much 
imdnized 2” 1 beseech the Public not to forget these words. 
They are quite in character with this man, He is one of 
tios: shalfow and self-sufficient boasters, who like true 
slaves have got the manner of their master without his 
mind, and who stupidly think to gain that respect which 
was paid to the superior intellect of Mr. Pirr, by dealing 
hat now and thes a disdain of public opinion. His Ma- 
jesty, in his answer to the City of London, allowed us to 
he ** disappoiated in’ our hopes and expectations”. if we 
pleased; the Ministry in echoing his speech allowed us to 
he disappointed teo ; and yet at last here is one of the 
hing’s Sservanis—telling us that we are a parcel of hasty, 
hot-headed fellows, who cannot distinguish between’ what 
is good for ourselves and godd for our enemies! We cannot 
retort the charge of feeling, howeVer we may retort that 
of ignorance. Rash his Lordship may be, and rash he 
is in talking and acting as he does; but as for quick and 
glowing iunpulse—cold must be that intellect which can 
imagine thus of the warm jealousy of patriotism; and cold 
reust be that heart which in the midst of all that should 
crcate shame -and mottification can indulge in ftigid jests. 
and most deliberate contradiction. She 


_ The defence of the Ministry by Sir Anraur Wettesiery 


would have been much more ingeuious, had not the pride 
of this gentleman, in spite of itself, been a party accusing. 
The gallant Secretary, (another Placenian in Parlianient) 
ds been employed and flattered by Ministe’'s; in the 


midst of all their inconsistencics, and so far be wishes them 


well, and would defend. them i accordingly ‘he supported 
their measures with regard to the idea of fightiag the 
French in Portugal, and speaks iv as courtly a manner’ as 


the nature of bis situations, civil and “military, would ip-. 


¢lige -hinr: ‘but the ‘admirable “horsés” ‘wete” uitoAu- 
nately a subject of complaint with him_in_ his, dispateties, 
and be cayld aot defend them without the old plea, that 


the Ministers were led into an inadequate armament by tie 

information of Sir- Caaires Corron, * Now in the first 
place, he is even thus far obliged to! céntradict Lord Cas- 
TLeresen, who had been arguing that thé expedition was 
adequate to all the ends proposed, leaving Sir Cureces 
out of the question; and in the next; badly as the Mi- 
nisters acted, they did not act upon Sir Cuarces Corron’s 
| information, as the public verv well know. Sir Artave 
| therefore has recourse, by way of irrefragable logic, to 
that grave jest'which has already afforded so mucir sub- 
ject fer laughter; and tells us, that the worse the service 
was likely to be, the poorer the horses should be to go 
through it. Of course tie Lapfinder chooses his worst 
rein-dver for a diffitult.journey, and the Arabian bis worst 
| cainel:—if the beast dies, and-leaves hig master te die in 
| the desart, it is such a satisfaction to the man in his last 
moments, that be left his best animal at home! What a 
pragmatical fellow was that Joun Locker, who said that 
wreng was not right! ‘ The loss of a good ship,” stys Mr. 
Winona,” is a greater loss than that of a badone, but ther 
a good ship is less likely to be lost than a bad one!” this 
is good reasoning, but it is not ministerial, and what is 
not ministerial, must be bad, so that good and bad nrove 
in a circle with our logical governors! It is amazing to 
ine that they did not send out the worst men that they 
could find, What! send out the best men, poor fellows, 
to be sea-sick and perhaps to faint with fatigue, while the 
best horses (Heaven preserve their, hides) were revelling 
in the stable! I ery mercy of our political naturalists, but 
I always thought till now that man was a noblér animal 
than the horse. I now see What cottutry it was in which 
Guittver found his Houhynms.. To be sure the French 
escaped, says Sif Arraut, for our waat of cavalry; but 
then our best horses are safe at home! Glory was snatched 
from us for want of cavalry, but then Heaven be praised, 
we have preserved our bésit horses! Many an Buglishman 
has since lost his life in consequence of our disasters in 


j 
‘ 


Portugal, but then; lucky souls as, we are, we have pre- 


sérved our best horses; and while the. French scour the 


country round Madrid on the most horrid hacks you ever’ 


saw; there is my Lord Hawke, tlte noble whip, the de- 
scendant of the naval conqueror whe scourged men instead 
of bay-marés, driving his-coach and four about the West 
end. with the Jest. horses in the world !—If Sir Aratn, 
hawever;caunot make outa very proud case with his horses, 
still less proud can.he be of the Generals that snpere 
seded him, and upon that point the Gallant Secretary raises 


his head and with as much politeness as he can muster flally’ 


differs with the Noble Secretary. The Court of Inquiry 
alsa he entirely gives uy, and says that ‘ as far as he was 
concerned, this Court, without meaning to blame any of ihe 


“Members, had been a source of ‘injustice; he therefore’ 
Loped it would be the last Court of the kind by whith the . 
| conduct of officers should be investigated:”’ What says ny 


Lord Casrcereacn to allthis ?—What, has the condact of 
Ministers. been so grossly inconsisieut that even a brother 


‘Placeman, notwithstanding ail the flattering’ and fawnings 


that have been used to svotbehim into forgetfulness aud for- 
viveness, gives their statements adirect contradiction! Even 
_the CudAgertion of the Excagquent had little more to say 


than that he approved thé conduct of bis Majesty's Ministers,’ 


that he did not care for any man’s opinion about Courts of 
Inquiry, and that he was determined to vote forthé previous 
‘question; but as to Mr. Cawnixc, that hast remaining 


* literary and political warrior who was te retrieve the fore 
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tunes of -the days)’ he faicly-geveup the whole of the po- 
litical articles of the Convention, and was ‘‘ ready to say, 
that the Convention disappointed not only the hopes and 
expectations. of the country, but that-those hopes were 
well. founded.” Here is a direct ‘contradiction of Lord 
CasvLereaGu’s opinion, and here also is a convincing proof 
that the. Ministeriat Couneils have jarred, a circumstauce at 
which oo thinking man will be surprised, and no lover of 
refurin be sorry. Of all the speeches in the House, Mc. 
Wartpnean’s was tlie only one’that deserved a marked at- 
tention; it had not only the pleasantry of Mr. Wivpaam, 





~ 





the calculation of Lord Gaenvrive, and the classicality, if | 


you please, of Mr..Cann1g§a3 but it had a nerve of truth 
runuiog through it that no flippancy could snap, and what 
ismore, that nv party bias could warp. Little as there is 
iw general to lament ia the short work which a Weekly 
Paper necessarily makes of the Parliamentary Proceedings, 
we still regret that our limits do not enable us to grasp all 
the truth and beauty of -his reasoning: -.Whatever may 
have been the.former party feelings of this Gentleman, he 
has always manifested a contempt of place-hunting, and 
for a few days past he has exhibited a manly, though tem- 
perate, sympathy with the love of reform, that raeks him 
ameng the very fw! modern Senators’ who sustain the old 
English charactor. . Not that [ anf one of those who are 
fond of finding a total degeneracy-in every age in “whieh 
they may happen to Jive ;-so-far fromsit, f think the times 
are a8 promising in some things-as they-are desperate in 
others; bot with all the aecus;nujation of reason and repu- 
fation from which we aight have drawn lessons for many 
years previous to the present era, an Baglishman onght to 
blush whea be-coasiders, ‘tbat till very lately, there was a 
mvre dignifed and independent voice in the House of Com- 
mong even during the bestial tyranny of Caantes the 2d. 

If the Miuisters are.checked or humbled in the course of 
their preseut desperate career, tet the public give the vic 
tory where it is due, to the power of‘trith and common 
reason, and not to any Opposition politically’sovcalled: As 
far:as. Lord . H..Petew went she ewag-as -** convineing and 
comprehensive?) as Gen. Tancetoy pleases: (whats Save 
also ameng the prophels?) buat. he dittnot strikeat the 
root of ali opt.disasterss, he mentionedinet a-wérd of usc. 
less. places and.all thet bumiliating eteetera’ which bas‘bes 
guiled and baffled us s0-Jongs.i. Me, Wurrareay; in tlie des 
bate om the Eastdindia Committee, a -Comntitéee which. is 
ty consist ufethe familes ang: friends of the men;'and éven’ 
of the snen: thensebvesy euder judgments and..whtich is 
therefore as gross @ favce as ifthe Proprietots of this Paper 
wereto iry themselves: forthe alley ed bel’ against ‘the’ 
Duke, of Yor, satd: that. the -constitutionat feeling’ to. 
wards nico in place was.-and “always oliglt tosbe dis- 
trust. When. do.,you*-hear sentiments: Khe these 
from the «pouths. of» the+ Foxile place-huntérs 
I wust the. public: are convinced: by: this time} that thiese 
mere Oppositioutsls are as fond of conceaiments <3 the 
Tost secret service-man ou the olherside of thetquestion.” 
They make the matter. > dispute about talent, they my 


this is mreng, and that is wrong, aud ‘probably they mike} 


out a. clear aud comprehensive caso, bul they doses or rather 
they dare not use the soundest partof the. argument—prin- 
ciple : if such a thought je ever.om the poiat of ceming froin 
their mouths, it is dragged:-back by a sudden conscious 
recojlection of their former. actions “and -priheiples ; and 
thus the Public may be asswed, that from mén-who, not- 


Withstanding they have se much ‘© tell, have alse so’ objection, in which he Had been 
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much to hide, no pure government is to be expecied, no 
coustitutional reform is to be expected. What signifies it 
to the nation, whether Lord Casttereaen or Lord Grew- 
vitce has the greater genius for misleading us?) We want 
neither of them; though if we were compelled to put 
up with one of them, it would he better perhaps to chuse 
Lord Casrrenracn; for if Lord Grenvttee has fifty times 
the political genius, he is for that very reason, under all 
his party circumstances, fifty times the more dangerons of 
the two. Lord Casytereacn has at least the more useful 
talent of exposing himself; and if he will have his nine 
relations in office, there is no dispute but my Lord Gren- 
virze will have hixnine too. From all which alternatives 

| Gop, int his infinite mercy, deliver this strugglivg uation. 

(a 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
a 
Monday, Feb. 29. 
The: Bills on the table were forwarded eath a stage.—Ad- 
journed. 
| Tuesday, -Feb..2\. 
The Malt and Pension Duty Bills were read a third time ant 
passed.— Adjourned; 
Wednesday, Feb. 22. 
The Equity Debtor’s Relief Bill was read a third time and 
passed.— Adjourned, 
Thursday, Feb. 23: 
The Militia Inlistment Bill was read a third time aad passed, 
Adjourned, 
Friday, Fel’. 24. 
The Trish Militia Rill was brought up and read a first time, 
after which the House adjourned to Monday. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
ae 
Monday, Feb. 20. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply. 

The SecrrTary at War apologised for the Estimates not 
having been privted until this afternvon,’ Still, however, he 
should rely upon the indulgence of the Committee, as he merely 
designed to move for the sum requisite for the present establish- 
ment of the Army, excluding the Militia, the Local Militia, 
and the Foreign Corps.. In some of these departments the ex- 
pence had been greater than that of last year, arising principally 
from the losses we had sustained in Spain. There were a few 
trifling additions to the estimates, which were not new charges. 
These were principally second Lieut.- Colonels having been added 
to the regiments of the line. ‘There was likewise-the expence 
of augmenting the Militia, and the increased establishment of 
the Foreign Corps. He concluded by moving, that 132,922 
men be gtanted to the land forces, from the 5th ef December, 
1808, to the 5th of December, 1809; and for defraying the 
expences of the same, the sum of 7,587,3781.—The rest of the 
Estimates, he said, would be moved for on a future day. 


: THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF. 
' Mr. Wuitsreap said, they were going to examine witnesses 
from (he Bask afd Post Office, who knew nothing whatever of 
thé-hand+writing to be proved. They were to compare and to 
detérmine by contparison which was tlie feigned ad which the 
original writing. This hethought most exceptionable testimony, 
and which bad indeed been overruled in the Courts below. 
, Mn. PERCEVAL: observed, that. the objection shvald bave 
been made. before the House had determined on calling such 
vevidence. rt as 

Lord Fouxmstonpe said, he came repared to make the same 

atibctyated by the fon. Gea- 






ne er ee i Ce ee Ee a ee! Ue Ul CU 


Bewuouoedt Be eo eR 4 





THE EXAMINER 


| 


SC 


Seman below him; and he must observe geiicrally as to this 
kiud afevidence, that whenever it had been resorted to, it was 
always in the case of its being the best evidence that could be 
obtained on the subject. Mrs, Clarke had viven a diréct testi- 
mouy, and if Gentlemen would seriously and carefully attend to 
the whole of her evidence, it would appear to be as correct, 
fair, and honorable testimony as could be given, Four Gen- 
flemen of honour had been examined on the point ¢n question, 
who all dgreed that it was so like the Duke of York’s hand. 
writing, that they believed it to be his, 

Mr. Wa. Surra thought the witnesses should be exa 
He was of opinion that a Commission, whieh had power to ex- 
a:nine upon oath, would have been a preferable mode to thé 
oxic now adopted. Itappeared to him that an investigation 
into the conduct of the Duke of York ought in such a case as 
this tu be conducted in the same manner as that of any other 
subject—fore if not, it would clearly follow that none of the 
Royal Family ought to hold any public situation, He thought 
the House of Commons ought to have the power of examining 
on oath as well as the Howse of Lords, and he haped to see the 
day when the distinction in this instanee would be done away, 

Dr, Metcalf, Mrs. Clarke’s uredical attendant, stated that 
Mrs. Clarke wasso much indisposed, that she could not appear 
at the bar this evening, 

Mr. Johnson, Inspector of Franks in the Post-Office, was 
then called in, The two undoubted letters of the Duke of York 
aud the small note respecting Major Tonyn, being shewn him, 
the witness said that he thought they were all in the same hand- 
writing. 

Mr. Searle, the Deputy Insp 
in the same hand-writing, 

Mr. Nesbitt, of the Bank, did not- think they were in the 
same hand-writing. There was a stiffness ia the wrifing of the 
note which did not appear in the letters, The witness, how- 
over, had observed a difference in the band-writing of a person 
before and after dinner,— [4 laugh, } 

Mr. Hitchfield, of the Bank, thought there was a corres- 
poodent similitade [laugAing} in them all. He had no doubt 
that they were written by the same person. 

Mr, Bliss, of the Bank, was of the sante opinion, 

General Clavering appeared at the bar, at his own particular 
request, in order to correct some mistakes ip his former testi- 
mony. The General said, ** the first question’ in Whick I find, 
myself to have been mistaken was relative to any conversation 
which } ever had with Mrs, Clarke upon mititary promotions. 
I do assure this Committee that I understood from the interro-. 
gutory that personal communications were alone intended by. 
that question, to the total exclusion of any epistolary corres- 
pendence. The second question was as to my opinion of the in- 
fluence exercised by Mrs, Clarke for the promotion of other. 
officers, Idid give as my opinion that I knew not of such in-. 
terference on her part, at the same time that -I_ considered the 
question directed to others, and yot at gil to myself,” The Ge-. 
ueral was then asked several questions. He confessed. that he 
had made two applications to Mrs, Clarke.to urge her influence 
with the Duke of York in his fayoar, H¢ believed Mrs. Clarke. 
knew of what was passing “in the War-Office through the Com-. 
mander in -©hief,-and would -afford him the information he 
souglit, He wanted ap’ a regiment, and told Mrs. Clarke, 
she should haye LOHAMP he were successful, Mrs, Clarke 
wrote him word that the Duke scouted the idea, and*he theres. 


mined, 


ector, also thought they were all 


fore doubted the extent of her influence. with the Duke,, He | 


believed, however, that Mrs. Clarke could give military in- 
formation from her connection with his Royal Highness. Ina 
conversation with Mt, Lowten, ‘witness told that’ Gentleman, 
that he particularly ‘wished tp avoid being called to the bar of, 
tho House; ‘hut Mr. Liowteq thougtit it necessary. He did nat, 
tel Mr. Lowtén of his offer to Mrs, Clarke of 1900). Being. 
asked how he could reconcile his preyions evidence,—that he 
Was 3 voluntary witness,—with his present statement ? the! Ge- 
neral replied, that Mr, Lowten urged it, aud le complied, He’ 
Was axious to shew that hé had not obtained his promotion by | 
undue means, tie witneis being Ordered towithdraw, 

Mr. W. WYNNE Observed, that the Hon. General had dé 


graded himself by the grossest prevaricktion, and though it was 
painful duty, le shonld move that Gen. Clavering had been 
‘guilty of gross prevarication, — 

Gen. MAtnew hoped his Hon, Friend would not press his 
motion: he had listened attentively, and could not say timt 
there had been any prevarication. 

Mi. WrirpreaD, although alive ta the feelings of friend- 
ship, by which his Hon, Friend (Gen. Mathew) was actacied, 
stilt could not, in regard to the dignity. of that Ilouse, sacrifice 
the paramount demands of justice. 

Mr. PercevaAt was’ not zealous to cover Gen. Clavering, 
but he did not believe (although between his letters and his ver- 
bal testimony there éxistéd contradictions) it could be proved 
that he had prevaricated. Sh ze Rant 

Mr, WYNNE perspicuously contrasted the various parts of 
Gen. Clavering’s testimony, in order to justify his motion, and 
concluded with admonishing the Comthittee, that the country 
would put an injurious constfuction upon that system whith 
would vent on the same miscohduct, in bumble life, that severer 
measure of punishment, the infliction of which op the higier 
rank of deflinquents-i( would oppose. a 1 ) 

Mr. Branov considered some of the answers of tlie witness 
worse thaw prevarication, They: were studiously equivocatory, 
with no other object than to deceive.. th {0H 

Mr. YorkE spoke of a future day of ‘reckoning, When per- 
sons to whom he applied -many strong epithets, would be brought 
toa strict examination.. Until that period, ‘he conceived, the 
decision of the present case ought to be. suspended, 

Mr. Wirperrerce said, if catied on at the present moment, 
from his own impression of the case, to'determing-one wiy or 
the other, he must determine against the witness, . Wheu he 
recollected, however, thatthe witmss-camie forward of his own 
accord to ‘correct hisstaiement, he felt disimelined to judge of 
his comduct-teo rashly, © He should t)evefore be better pleased 
that the quéstion should ‘be postponed, ~ Oy" 

Mri'iC, W, Wwe declared timt the moment he understood 
any Hon, Member te wish farthertime: to decide on any quess 
tion, he cotld -have no idelivation bat one, and that was to 
postpone the discussion, Lee should with pleasure concur in the 
withdrawing of itat present; and should give notice of a mo- 
tion an the- subject when-the charges should have come undér 
the consideration of the House, ‘ : 

Mr. Wrowecrrorcr hoped the Hon, Member had not with- 
drawn bis-motion, ‘but that he had enly postponed ir. 

Mr, Greenwvod wishedto correct his former evidence respect. 
ing -Mr. Elderton. The unfavourable reports concerning that 
gentleman, he said, were not received till after his appoimtment 
had fakeh place, - : é' 

Mr, Town, the velvet painter, w 
peated what lie said en his former examiration, that Mrs, 
Clarke told -lrim she-could forge the Duke of York’s hand. 
writing, and’ had done so. Witness had been examined ala 
witness at Clerkenwell Sessious, on which cecasion Mr. Alley 
sid -he ought tu be punished for his testimony 5 but no indict. 
ment ‘had heen preferred against: him! for perjary,, 

-Mr. ADAM took Oceasion to call for the Correction of a part 
Of: tits sevidence.: "He -had stated that the Duke of York had 
said-to him, that his Royal thighve’ds tad not recolicctet to have 
ever avritten to Mes, Clarke upon military matters, and tat if 
he did; if was very rarely.” Omitting the last sentence; he'ob- 
te¥ved, that his testimony was correot.—Q. by Lord Fotkstone, 
Did ‘the Duke of ¥ ork stateto yourthat be vever wrote to Mre, 
Clarke‘upon'military matters? 4s His Royal Highness did 
eevtainky state to me, that he never wrote to her upow military 
‘matters, unless in answer to some questions in a letter from her 
apon that subject.“ His RoVal Highness said to-me, that Mre, 
Clarke did-propese to” him something with regard to military 
“‘pramotiont, carty after his acquaintance with «ber, but bis 
Royal Highness-told her that he could not listeo to such a pro- 
‘position, and he never afterwards heard avy more ef it, 
 *Mr,. Parker, the pawabroker, was the last witwess this day, 
‘He had frequently diseoanted bitls for Mrs, Clarke. Ove far 
“4101, was taken up by a draft of the Duke of York, dated for 


. 
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as again calledin. He ree 


. ward three:months : for another, be had received au @ src ptance 
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of the Duke for 2301, Mrs, Clarke frequently pledged goods | 
with hin. 

The further proceedings on this business, owing to Mrs, 
Clarke’s indisposition, were postponed till W eduesday.—Ad- 


journed, , 
Tuesday, Feb. 21. 

Mr. BANKES reported from the Committee appointed to en- 
quire into the Affairs of the East Intia Company, that John 
Annesley Shee, in giving evidence before the said Committee, 
had been guilly of gross prevarication. He then moved, that 
the said J. A. Shee be taken into the custody of the Secjeant at 
Arms, and be brought before the Committee from time to time, 
for the purpose af being examined.—Ordered. 

Lord TEMPLE wished to know when the returus of the killed, 
missing, &c. in Spain, would be ready to be laid before the 
jiou-e. 

Lord CASTLEREAGH said the Returns were not as yet re- 
ceived, 

CINTRA CONVENTION, . &c. 

Lord. H. Perey brequght forward -his promised motion re- 
specting the Cintra Convention and the Campaign tu Portugal. 
Though be by no means undervalued the importauce of the In- 
quiry naw pending, and though the circumstances to which it 
alludes were most unfortunate, yet they would be still more so 
were they to induce the Lfouxe to suspend its attention from fo- 
reign concerm, . The Court of Inquiry which had been held, 
he Jeemed wholly irreconcileable to the principles of policy, as 
well as of law and equity. The Coyrt could ouly look to the 
conduct @f the military officers employed, not io that of the 
Minvisters who directed that conduet. His Lordship proceeded 
to give a history of the eampaign, already completely before 
the putjies avd maintained that ortugsl was not worth con- 
tending tor, though the capture of the French army there, 
with the Russian-deet, might have beeu a legitimate aod laud- 
able cnterprize. But this, it appeared, was not the objeet, 
for aiter wavering for along time on the coast of Spain, with- 
out any dived plan, the e\pedition to Portugal was undertaken 
at the desire of the Junta of Gallicial So, after all the talk 
about the objects of this expedition, it appears that we did not 
act ypoua plan of ourown, but a provineial Spanish Junta is 
selegted ag the adviser of lis Majesty, to direct where his troops 
are to be emploved ! Ministers are told that only 4000 Freach 
.troays were in Lisbon, though every city merchant well knew 
that 40,000 of the enemy had entered Portagal, aud without 
fury certain tatormation, they immediately send their, whole 
force into that equviry, The expedition then proceeded, but 
without 2 sufficient proporties of cavalry, and with a wretched 
aipply of old, lame, and blind artillery horses, Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, as the Clicf in command, landed at Moudesa Bay, 
and made bis dispositions accordingly ; but in three days after, 
he \s superseded by Sir H. Burrard, and after him comes Sir 
few Dalrymple to supersede both Sie Arthur and Sir Harry ! 
Flaviag thus sent eut two otticersavho knew nothing of the coun- 
try to get aside one wha did, the Noble Lord (Castlereagh) 
tien concludes with an exhofttation to harmony : haying put the 
Whoujeweteumeat oul of tunes he particularly recommends them 
ta Ub in hagmony ; and we all know what sort of harmony was 
produced, The Noble Lord was equally censpicuous for his 
economy, Though Portugal caqnat feed herself for more than 
seven mmhs in the year, yet he-told the Commanders that they 
mus, Wok to that country for a supply of provisions, But 
though Sir Arthur had heen let downy to the seventh in command, 
the Nable Secretary sends.a letter to Sir Hew informing him 
cat though bie Arthur had been superseded, yet that they were 
t» take their orders from and obey him, Que General com- 
menges the campaign, another interferes, anda third cancludes 
it |» Under aj) these circumstances, a Convention is concluded, 
whiel carries the French army by the best reute to the Pyre. 
nees,—and which disappuints the hopes and expectations of the 
people, | dt arose feorg the want of cavalry, and the want of in- 
structions, aad therefore Ministers were alone to blame, and 
mot the oillicers ewployed. * Whe then” (said Lord H. Peity) 
‘“ wik this night yote that this army was properly directed ; 
that this army was properly equipped, with lame, bJind, and 
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sick horses for the artillery; that it was proper to send out this 
expedition without instructions ?—-Those who think so, } am 
sure, will not act the most manly part if they come to such a 
‘decision, Upon whom, then, is the humiliation to fall 2— Who 
will not say that this is most instructive for the present, and 
most important for tie future ?”’—-The Noble Lord concluded 
by moving, ** That the Convention of Cintra, and the Maritiine 
Convention in the Tagus, in September, 1808, had disappointed 
the expectations of the Country.”’” He then intimated, that if 
his first motion was agreed to, he should follow it up by moving, 
‘* That the cause of these circumstances arose from the miscon- 
duct of his Majesty’s Ministers.”’ 
Lord CASTLEREAGH justified the conduct of Ministers. He 
said that Spain had concurred in the necessity of expelling 
the French from Portugal, rather than that a stand should be 
made in their own country. It had been said that the British 
force (then only 25,000 strong) shoutd have been seut to the 
Pyrenees to have seized the passes ; but there were at Jeast 44 
military passes, and the enemy had then in the peninsula 
100,000 men ;—40,000 at Burgos, 25,900 in Portugal, 22,000 
in Andalasia, and several bodies in Barcelona and other places. 
With au army in France too of 499,000 men, what would have 
heen the result of such a Quixotic expedition? If the expedi-. 
tion therefore could not go to the desired point in Spain, what 
option remained but Portugal? ‘The Noble Lord (Petty) had 
talked of a want of cavalry, of artillery, and provisions: no 
expedition ever sailed from this cquntry better supplied wirh 
provisions: it was supplied for five mouths: the mpediments 
in the supply arose from the roads, not from want of provisions. 
With respect ta the specific equipment, the retucns weuld shew 
that every means were taken'to afford the facilities ; they had 
tents, ammunition, and -u shart every species of military supply. 
Asto the artillery horses, to he sure the Noble Lord rather 
coloured that description, He had stated that only 30U horses 
were sent fram Cork, when in fact the Noble Lord-bad shut 
his eyes to the reinforcements from this country, The gallant 
General left Mondego Bay fully prepared to execute the ser- 
vice upon which he was sent, viz, to possess himself of Lisban 
aud the fortson the Tagus. <A great deal had been said about 
the horses of the artillery, instead however of being ouly 300 
horses, there were €78 additional aytillery horses sent out ; 
and he should beg leave to say a few words presently about 
these horses, his countrymen !-—(€ 4 laugh,\—He should most 
certainly defend his Irish fricuds, as a great deal liad been 
said in disparagement of them, These Lrish horses were 
so good, that on their arrival in Lisbon the Portuguese were 
very anxious to have them on that or any other occasion, — In 
fact, instead of there heing only 300 harses there were nearly 
1000, The Noble Lord they went on to defend the harses from 
the imputation east upon them, and observed, that in for- 
‘ner expeditions the same complaints existed. » Ta Egypt the 
late Government had only sent 150 horses, At Quehec, where 
the great Wolfe achieved so much honour, the want of horses 
was complained of, and the picture of that great event shewed 
that the. sailars were employed in dragging the guyns.— 
(flear ! hear !}—The Nobje Lord then Went on to defend the 
Irish horses.—[ 4 laugh,]—He then defended Government fur 
not employing travelling carriages for the artillery, contending 
that they could not get in that country,on account of the reads. 
With respect to the changes in the cowmand, hg could not se¢ 
why they should be made a. charge against Government, as be 
could furnish instances in which ether Goveruments adopted a 
sinilar line of conduct, Inthe Law Countries the Chief Com- 
mand had been changed three or four times-within forty-eiglt 
hours, Bie Ul Rok ens to say that (t was any particular ad- 
vantage to make these changes,—(4 laugh. }—-The super- 
cession of Sir Arthur Wellesley did not arige from any doubt of 
the abilities of that gallant Officey—tie believed that thr 
country ‘would bear testimony to them. The choice was mady 
op public grounds, but there was a strong confidence in the,ex- 
cellent judgment of Sir ew Dalrymple, both from his inter; 
course with Spain, aid his experience, and connectioug with 
General Castanos and the leading men in Spain, Thy 
country too, ‘he had reason to whidk, was satisfied with the 
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arrangement, The Noble Lore thea concluded with stating, 
that the question was to be considered solely on military 
grounds, He thought no man would be rash enough ° set his 
judgment against that of the military. He then moved the pre- 
vious question upon the first motion, intending to take the sense 
of the House upon the second question of the Noble Lord, 

General TARLETON wholly disapproved of the Conven- 
tion, which had disgusted Spain aud Portugal, and covered 
England with shame, He totally disagreed with the Court 
of {Inquiry as to the opinion that the French could pass the 
and was astonished that the Board cuvuld have ad- 
mnitied such a plea, The Tagus was one of the most rapid 
rivers and four miles broad at Lishon, He blamed the instruc- 
tions given to the superior Officers to consult an inferior Offi- 
cer, on all occasions, as indecent, and also censured the rage 
for a change of Commanders, which the Ministers had evinced. 
But the Noble Lord, in jastification of this, had mentioned a 
similar case inthe armies of Austria. -The Nobie Lord, how- 
ever, did not follow this up by saying that, owing to this cir- 
cuistance, the Austrians had foade a successful campaign. He 
thourht the conduct of Ministers reprehensible in various points 
of view in the management of this expedition, and would there- 
fore vote for the motion of the Noble Lord near him, 

Sir A, WxtLesrery said that the Junta of Gallicia inform- 
ed him that they did not wart men, and that the greatest ser- 
vice he could perform would be the expulsion of the French 
from Portugal, He had indeed received a sort of requisition 
from the Junta of Asturias, to drive the French from St. An- 
dero, but it was not of a nature to induce him to relinquish 
the expedition ta Portugal. Admiral Cotton had sent word 
that there were only 4000 French in Lisbon, He was then 
ordered to go to the Tagus, and when the equipment of the 
army for this object was considered, it might be regarded as 
sufficient, Such an ample equipment was not wanted for this 
end as was required for that which was afterwards commenced, 
When he sailed from Cork, he did not know where he was to 
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land, or whether he could land at all; it was considered, there- 
fore, that the horses weald suffer considerably from being kept 
on board, and on this account those of an inferior kind were 
chosen, which, under all the circumstances, might be best 


fitted for such a service. On the arrival of Sir H. Burrrard 
he had no longer the command, but had Sir Harry adapted the 
plan he recommended to him, the debate of this night woyld 
never have occurred, As to the change of Commanders in the 
course of a campaign, it might be done without injury ; but 
he did not think that the command ought to be changed inthe 
middle of expeditions. His opinion was, that had the French 
been closely followed after their defeat at Vimiera, they could 
not have crossed the Tagus. - In considering. the propriety of 
the Convention, the Generals had not adyerted to the want of 


horses, artillery, &c. butto the difficulty of supplying the ar- 


my with provisions, But after the battle of Vimiera, the 
reach being allowed to take up their strong positions, it 
would have taken some time to have dislodged them, and to 
have laid siege to the forts. He thought they then could have 
crossed the Tagus, and under such circumstances, he did riot 
think that it was disgraceful to let the enemy embark. As for 
tie Court of Inquiry, which was said ‘to have been forined out of 
friendship to bim, it was a Court before which no Officer 
wueld wishto be tried. It had beena source of injustice to 
him: and with regard to the letter sent by his Noble Friend, 
desiring his superior Odicers to consult him particularly,—had 
he been awate-of such a document, he would have felt his si- 
tnation very uncomfortable. But he must say, that from the 
first hour these Officers landed, he knew that he was not in 
possession of their confidence. He certainly differed from 
them in opinion, though he had done every thing to forward 
-their wishes, Ina civiloiice,. when an infetior differed from 


his superior, he ought to resign; but in a military one, he 


‘thought it the duty of an inferior to assist his Commander in that 

way which to tbat superior might appear most cligible. “This 
was the principle on which he had al ways acted, and on which 
he should ever continue to act, % 


Mr, Winowam thought that while the Hon. General was 
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successful in vindicating his own conduct, hegpiled in his de. 
fence of Ministers. The expedition, itclearly appeared, was 
without design. Ministers wanted to maintain their vigorous 
character, and on they Went, like an over-drove ox, to Por. 
tug il, running against any object that presented itself, and like 
that beast too, with their eyes shut; and what was the result? 
Why, this far-fancd Convention, There was one argument 
about the horses which appeared to him rather whimsical than 
conclusive; it had been admitted that the horses were not the 
best, and was argued, by way of consolation, now that they 
were gone, they were no great loss¢ and that certainly they 
were a less loss than the loss of better horses would have been : 
—why, so far they were agreed; but in general, the ordinary 
possessions of a man were not preferred according to an esti- 
mate of this kinds a man did not prefer a bad coat, or a bad 
house, or a bad horse, because the loss would be in that case 
theless. They did not, ia general, hear people rejecting 
good proffers, by crying out, ** Oh! for God’s sake, don’t 
give me such good things, for what shall I do if I lose them?” 
The loss of a good ship was a greater loss than the loss of a 
bad one, but then a good ship wasless likely to be lost than .a 
bad one, so that he was not one of those who could easily per- 
suade himself that there wasany very commendable economy in 
sending out horses that could not survive the service, in order 
to save those who would have been able to have gone through 
it electually ; but would the Noble Lord say, tout if there 
had been a Suilicient force of cavalry in the field on the ist, 
to follow up the victory we had gainéd, to take advantage of 
a discomfited enemy, retreating in the greatest confusion and 
disorder—will the Noble Lord pretead to say, that the enemy 
could have escaped as they had done? Was not the very want 
of cavalry the cause of our not improving the victory we had 
gained? The Noble Lord had indeed told them, very gravely, 
that there were many victories we had gained without the help 
of cavalry, No doubt there were—that of Trafalgar for in- 
stance (A laugh.) VYith respect to the successive superseding 
of Commanders, he cayhd not imagine a better receipt for sowe 
ing dissention and obviating all unity of design, than disturbing 
one Commanding Officet.ta the midst of his operations, and 
substituting another in Ht8 place, te whom his plagi could not 
be so familiar, Really thé want of foresight in this was of a , 
piéce wit'rthe sdme blind rashness that had planned the subse- 
quent operations, when Str ¥, Moore*’s gallant army were sent— 
into Spain with no other object than to march out again. But 
one of the inost unfortunate consequences of this evil was, that 
it left the enemy a pretence to vaunt it over us-—( Hear! )— 
an evil not to be compensated for by the most solid advantages, 
At Maida, what did we obtain ? Nothing—nothing but glory, 
which was worth every thing else—( Wear! hear! )—But ia 
this case, though we fought as well, the same credit would not 
be givenus. They who came to blows with us would remem- 
ber : but the people of France would vot listen to our talk 
merely. They would ask us what game we had brouglit ome 
with us; they would bid us shew what we had bagged—(a 
laugh )—and if we cout? produce nothing, they would set 
down our vaunted succesyat precisely the same value, He did, 
upon the whole, think this business @ most fatal error—a mis- 
conduct on the part of Ministers of the most serious bature, aud 
that, particularly at such an awful crisis, called loudly for the 
censure of Parliament and the Country. 

The Cnancrutor of the RxCuaequen defended the con- 
duct of his Majesty’s Ministers, and complained of the unfair. 
ness of imputing to them as errors what was the resuit of what 
they could hace uo interference in, He cited the Couvention 
of Cairo and Alexandria, as somewhat similar in ite nature to 
that of Cintra, which he defended generally, however ohjec- 
tiovable it might be in some of its minor points, He expressed 
his determination to vote for the previous question, 

Mr. Wairancan declared that it was his latention to-trow. © 
ble the House hut with d very few cbhservations, Indeed i¢ 
was Bnoecessary } for notwithstanding the able apeech of the 


‘gallant General ( ‘Vellesiey), the lucid harangue of the Nuble 


Lord (Castleréagh), and the ingenious remarks of the Right 
Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the eloquent and ahle 
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¢harge of his Noble Friend had met with a defence so feevie | 
as ib leave hin in perfect possession of the field. There was | 
indeed remainide one literary and pélitical warrior, who might 
set perchance retrieve the fortanes of the day.—( 4 laugh. ost 
he Noble Lord had stated his opinion, that the Convention | 
of Ciotra was not agreeable to his feelings, when he had recciv- | 
ed tlfe arst 
to the answet ta the citizeus 


the Crown had put into the mouth of their S$ yvereien, 


intimation of its conclusion; yet 
of Londen, which 


pot condescended ta explain in What way even he can reconcisc 
gach contradictary conduct. T gz 
tas this uight, in an impressive speech stated to us, 


had been a:- 


be-le), 
tht no Convention would have taken place, if ne 
lawed tq follow-up his plan of oper atiops—-an opinion in which 
be (Mr, ‘W.) most heartily coincided ; yet still that officer was 
deter nined not to sapport the proposition of my Noble Friend, 
ila’ that event whielr be, if perhiitted, would have prevented, 
t+ ad disappointed the hopes and expectations of the country.” 
he Riz Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Petceval) lias gone farther, he 
hh st oust Caat the Convention Was justifie tf; a id because such 
was his opinion, he has called Upon this House not to coufirm 
tiai judgment which their Sovereign had previously pronounced, 
Tse distressing result seems not to have produced the natural 
etiect on the mind of the Noble Lord (Castlereagh). Oa the 
contrary, for the fir-t time in Wis fife, he was found light aud 
ludicrous ou subjects the most momentous and heart-rending.— 
Twe public had before them a great stake. By whom was it 
thrown away? Was it by ‘Sir. Arthur, Sir Harry, or Sir 
Heay ? or was it by his Majesty’s Ministers? (Hear, hear!) 
Galt has attached in some part, and the public indignation has 
heen conseqitently’ excited, That indignation must have a di- 
rectiva—tie peaple will not be satisfied without fixing it on 
ove point of the other, Fersovuth, a Court of Inquiry was 
Sppointed; Chat was, in othe? words, what the public called 
a. Wourt of Screeh. [ts decision has been in favour of the OF- 
ficers, Sir Afiiur has been’ declared blameless, zealous, and 
ficoy, Sir Harry has heen declared Mlameles:, zealous, and 
ties, Sit flewalso, Yer still blame has existed somewhere. 
“Boashom, hy that decision, is it imputable, but to the Mi- 
nisiers of tlie Crown? (Hear, hear!) But the Learned 
Cuancellor af the Eichequer has found, in his own ingenuity, 

a defetiée™for himself aud his colleagues, Sir A, ‘Wellesley, 
saidie, bas said, that if his plan was followed up, -he would 
haye expelled the Prench from Portugal, This, at least, 
proves, that the means which Ministers afforded to him were 

full) sullicientto té object.” But the Learned Gentleman for- 

gt that t egatiant General had broadly stated, that if he had 
been provided, in the battle of the 2st of Adgust, with a suf- 

flownc, ofwavalty, theré tien would have éxisted no excuse for 
a Couveatin, Here thém was the charge of failure and ‘of 
disgrace brougitback to Wis oun shaders by his own authori- 
ty, “( Hedr, hear!) His Noble Friend (Castlereagh) how- 

ever? was a hiftle é¢xaggtrated ia his dislike of this Convention 

esti il lie recomaended the firing’ of the Tower guns, for the 
ratifieatron of a most disgtacefal compact, Rut the Noble 

Lord tas fit upon an aditiedble excuse, jn his own inability to 

givea military opinions Let the country form its own come 

man,” When, at a'time,*ta speak ho mare of it, it was op- 

pret i Bonaparte, it had a M ilfiary Secretary, whose prin. 

eipal’paiut in defeuce for the failure of ‘his*military schemes,’ 

wasedimply, that tie could pot give a military opinion, —( Hear! 

FR !)—Woaere ean the Noble Lord fiod an excuse for the: 

vapid aud unexplained sujiersession of thé-General Ollicers com- 

manding? Was it that they had selected officers to supersede 

Bir 4, Wellestey in the supreme Command, tuoder whom he had 

previduyly served, and who entertained the high and merited 

Opmiamot hie fapacity and services? No—there was po such 

pay y's Ministers, Bat if the public ser- 

Wily did the King's Government extend it’ 

ut any seeming cause? «Why was it 

ose Sir WH. Burrard and Sir H. Dal- 

ant officers aud the- interests of the 

eters he would not speak, but he: 


i we Ay, retensioas af these Chisas were depart. 


| with claims to distinguished commaud greater - than hhis, 


the servants Of | 


He has | 


THE EXAMINER. 


ed. . The apotheosis of the lamented Moore had taken place, 


heroic army of Britain, there could not be found any officer 
Why 


| then was he not allowed to assume that lead of which the gal. 


lant Wellesley was deprived ? The gallant General opposite 


he was accessary | (Wellesley) would excuse him, he trusted, for the opinion that 


he formed, when he believed, that during the whole of his en- 
terprising life,. that Officer never stuuggled so unsuccessfully 


| with difficulties, as in his endeavour to march to the defence of 


The gallant General, too (Wel- | the Noble Lord with regard to those miserable horses. [n- 


deed, the Noble Secretary had made a most diversified effort, 


but to little purpose. Inshewing off these poor heasis, he re. 


| minded him of ahackneyman’s servant tu his smock frock en- 


I: os a 
| dling nonsense about command? (Hear! Hear?!) 


deavouring to make his galled jades prance. There was cer. 
tainly one limit to his unqualified panegyric, as the Noble 
Lord did not go quite the length of praising 4 dead horse, 
(Continued laughter). But what but that downright fatality 
which seemed to mar all the efforts of (he Executive Govern. 
ment could have induced them, at such a conjuncture in the 
concerns and‘ hopes of the world, to interfere with their med. 
Was there 


‘not something, however,.more than met the eye? What, he 


would ask, was meant by including in the instructions of Sir 
H. Dalrymple, that he was appointed for the present? The 


| Noble Lord has, indeed, referred to precedents for superseding 


Generals. But what are they? He has attempted to justify 
the conduct of his Administration upon the base and miserable 
policy of Austrian military councils—councils which so often 
cramped the exertions of the Archduke Charles—councils 
which teemed with treachery, to whose corrupt and baneful 
influence prostrate Austria, and enslaved Europe, might fairly 
attribute their éorlorn condition—councils which led to the dis. 
astrous, but decisive victory of Jena, to the recapture of 
Madrid, and the exclusion of Great Britain from almost every 
part of the Continent of Europe. Yet. these are.the prece- 


‘dents conjured up in his own vindication by a Military Secre- 


}- 
| 


tary, who at the same time has professed that he cannat give a 
military opinion (Hear! hear !). Of the Spanish campaign 
he would not then speak, but he could not sit down without 
impressing on the House the necessity of inquiring into those 
causes by which a gallant army, after anprecedented efforts of 
valour, patience, and endurance, were ob.iged to terminate a 
campaign ina victory, from which, in the words of General 
Hier, no useful consequence could follow, 

Mr, CanNiNG confessed he was of a different opinion from 
every individual who had expressed. their sentiments in the 
course of the night, He wasof opiniou that the Convention of 
Egypt was no excuse for that of Cintra; in Egypt our Allies 
took a silent part, which was different in Portugal,. He ob- 
jected to it in princtple, because it was necessary to do that, to 
which this plain answer would be given, ** We have no right to 
do so,” —He objected to it the more, because on examining the 
papers On the table, be found an ayticle, in which he found 
French property was secured ;—when we stood in thé situas 
tioa of conquerors, we should have appeared as conquerors, aud 
not let it go dowa ta posterity to doubt whether the French 
were driven out of the country by our arms or.not, Another 
article which he objected to was, that which stipulated fur the 
exchange of prisoners; another that which, stipulated for the 
impanity of such Portuguese as were favourable tothe French 
cause; oneach of which he dilated with considerable force. 
The remainder of the Convention, he said, was of a military 
nature, and had been referred to that tribuual, . which, was, ia 
the apinion of his Majesty’s Ministers, the most competent to 
decide upon it, Gentlemea asked, why it was not referred to 
a Court Martial? But the auswer was mawifest, ‘because & 
Court Martial requires a specific charge tobe brought and he 
requested those who pressed for it, ta eonsidet with’ what pro- 
propriety a charge could be urged against either -ef the Of- 
cers concerned in this transaction, He: trusted that the discus 
sion which had already taken place was final., With 
tq She appointment of Sir Hew Dalrymple, if ever there was 
ay appaiotmens in which all the Ministers might besaidte have 
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concurred, it was his; and if ever there was one made out 


gpen s 
He was entire 
fice—[ Hear! hear !)—he was wo 
vernment by his correspondence from Spain, aud was selected by 
them as ane who was acquainted withthe circumstances of that 
country. He should vote fur the previous question, not be- 
capse he objected to the principles set forth in the motion, but 
a it was not the practice of that House to insert bar- 
ren truths upen its Journals, from w hich no practical result 
could follow. The Right Hon, Member concluded with 
expressing his dete rmination to vote for the previvus question, 

Mr. Youke defended the Convention, Indeed after all the 
Geperal Officers had expresed their approbation of it, he could 
not see upon what ground he could disapprove of it. 

Generali Frrovussen was aware that many General Officers 
ef great eminence had approved of this Convention, He was not 
of rank to be consulted apon it; but if be had been se con- 
sulted, be had no hesitation ia saying, that it should have met 
his decided negative.’ 

Mr. Warp supported the metion on the previous question. 

After a reply for Mord H, Perry, a division took place, 
when there appeared for the previous question, 2033 against it, 
153—Majority for Ministers, 50.—Adjourued at six o'clock, 

[While in the lobby, Lord CAsTLeRracnu 
his friends uot to go away, least another division should take 
place.) 


ly wraacquainted with him, he had never seen his 


Wednesday, Feb. 23. 


THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF. 

Col. Hamilton was examined respecting the conversations 
which passed between him and Capt, Sandon on the subject of 
thenote. Hehad desired Capt. Sandonto take care of the 
note; and wheu the Captain said he had destroyed it, he told 
him he had acted very wrong, and that serious consequences 
would result fromit, le believed that the note was written by 
the Duke of York, Witness copied the note by the desire of 
Mr, Adam, Col, Hamilton then stated the particulars of the 
conversation between" Capt, Sandon and himself at Portsmouth, 
which has already appeared in evidence, There was no addi- 
tion of importance, 

Mrs. Clarke was then called in,—On the day the separation 
with the Duke of York was announced to her, she received 
two letters, one written by his Royal Highness, and the other 
by Mr, Greenwood, which the Duke copied and sent to her. 
Mrs, Favourite, her housekeeper, had once used her name, at 
which she was very angry, Mrs, Favourite had in her evi- 
dence toJd several stories about her as wel as of Mr. Ellis. 
Witness had heen accustomed to pin up to her bed-curtains a 
listof persons who wanted promotion, which list his Royal 
Highness read and afterwards put in his pocket-book, She 
saw it again when he opened the book to look at other prono- 
tions and observed the names of such as had been attended to 
She was quite sure the Duke read 
the list; for he said to her he would do them one by one, by 
degrees, but some time must intervene between each. ‘The ser- 
vants might have seen the list, Witness had never lived with 
Mr, Ogilvie, She became acquainfed. with him ahout the 
time'she went to live in Gloucester-place, She was examined 
as to Ogilvie’s bankruptcy, bus she then lived with the Duke 
unknown te the warld, Gen, Clavering had asked Ogilvie 
whether be would speak agatnst her character, and said he had 
been instigated to it by Mr. Lowten—( Hear ! hear !)—Wit- 
ness had received several potes from the Duke.since the separa- 
tion, : 

Twa notes were then read, The first merely stated—** J 
have inclosed the money which you wanted for your journey,” 
The second was—** Ido not know whgt you mean. I never 
authorised any body to plague or disturb you, and yey may be 
ren cain a ane Sam 

Mrs. Clarke's. 6. ation continyed.—She could pot say. 
Whether ils Royal H h bad talked about miliary promo-| 
tions to the presence of any third person ; he never minded“what, 
he said before Pai Taylor, 
taygh, Mag Clarice fh 


withdrew, . 


incere public groands, it was that of Sir Hew Dalryinple. | 


known to his Majesty's Go- 


| 
| 


requested 


for be was very fond. of her—-(4 | 
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Afier Col. Hamilion, Mr. Harrison, and. Lord Folkstone 
had answered several unimportant questions, 

The Rev. Mr, Etis was eailed.—He proved that Mrs, Fa- 
vourite liad lived servant with him under the name of Far- 
quhar, for two years, Mrs. Clarke gave her a character in 
the name of Farquhar, and frequently called upon her when in 
his. service: they seemed very familiar, Mrs, Farquhar said 
her mother lived in Tavistock-place. ‘She called upoa witness, 
and told him she had declined mentioning his place of residence, 
but did not tell him that she had described him asa carpevier, 

Mrs, Favourite being called to the bar, was identitied by 
Mr. Ellis.—Mrs. Favourite said, she had described him asa 
carpenter, from motives of delicacy, as she did not think it pre 
per to bring forward a clergyman at that bar,—( 4 la )-—- 
Witness had once taken the name of Farquhar, by Mrs, Clarie’s - 
permission, as it would obtain her more respect. Her father’s 
name was Favourite. Her parents were dead, She is not re- 
lated to Mrs, Clarke, She had left her husband, because she 
discovered he had previously married another woman, 

Mr. Greenwood was shewn the following letter from the 
Duke of York to Mrs, Clarke, which he said was a correct 
capy of the original :— ° 

*© Vou must recollect that a circumstance has lately taken 
place which has led toaresult that must nfcessavily incline 
meto an unfavourable opinion of your conduct, After ihe 
proof I have received, I owe it to my own character and situa- 
tion not to recede from the resolution J have formed, An ine 
ferview must bea painful task to both of us, and not to be 
desired by either—you will, therefore, etcuse me if I muss 
decline,”’ 

Several other short notes from the Duke to Mrs, Clarke 
were read ; they merely stated that he could not afford her 
any assistance, and that he declined an interview altogether, 


Sf 
‘fa. 


Mr. WAanopwr proceeded to examine a niece of Nicholis, 

the baker, at Hampstead, at whose House Mrs, Clarke had 
lodged, im order to shew that he was altogether unworthy of 
credit; but the witness not being able to speak from her own 
knowledge, the evidence was not received, 
Mr, Lowten, the Attorney, was nextexamined, He had 
heenemployed by Mr, Adam to make inquiries about Mrs, 
Clarke, He did not believe that Mrs, Clarke had raised mo- 
ney in the Duke’s name, Witness knew the Rev, Wm. Wil- 
liams, and had been told that be was insane, [/¢ willbe re- 
collected that this is the person who went to Mrs, Clarke, and 
advised her to go into the country, telling her that she 
should be protected there.) Witness had not advised General 
Clavering on the subject of his appearing as an evidence, nor 
did he ask the General whether he had offered Mrs, Clarkea 
bribe; he should have thought it an impertinent question, as no 
General Officer was to be supposed capable of such conduct,—« 
He had advised Gen, Clavering to call on Mr, Ogilvie, 

Mr, Witkinsan, Ageut to Mr, Lowten, had been employed 
to make inquiries concerning Mrs. Clarke, bat did not know 
that she had raised money in the Duke of York’s name, 

Miss Mary Ann Taylor was next called, She repeated her 
former evidence respecting hér dming with the Duke of York 
and Mrs, Clarke, when the Duke asked Mrs, Clarke how Col. 
French behaved to her, She underwent a long cross-exami- 
nation by the Solicitor-Geveral and Mr, Percival, as to this 
conversation, and as to her-knowledge of her father’s havitg. 
gone by the name of Chance, She said she bad never knowa 
him by any other name than that of Taylor, 

By Mr, Percival,—Q, 1s your father alive?—A, He is.. 

Q. Has not your mother been ganfined under ane xecution far 
debt inthe Fleet prison? [The witness, much agitad, dcew 
back from the bar, with. these expressions—*+ My mother 
misfortunes have nothing to de with the’ ohject @€/fim ptese: 
inquiry.”} She was then réealled to the 

Q. Has not your, mather been.in custody 

Witness—I appeal to the protection of Af 
. Mr, Wuanron.—* Jt ismy duty, t calleupt 
answer to the last question,” | (°) Le 
. After some woments the witness, fo tears, replicd-—ssty 
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T ne witness was ordered to withdraw. 

The CHANCELLOR of the Excurgvuer stated, that Gen- 
tlemcn opposite, when ready to depreciate his mode of exami- 
nation, appeared to forget that the witness had represented 
herscif, in her former examination, as the legitimate daughter 
of marricd parenis, altuough it was now clear, by the impri- 
sonment of her mother, that she never was married to the fa- 
ther of Miss Taylor. 

Mr. Wa. Suita did dislike the tenor of the examination 
which was followed by the opposite side, It had in the pre- 
vious part a tendency to cast impujfations upon the character of 
the witness herself, but that having failed, her veracity was 
to be questioned, because she had the misfortune to be the off- 
spring of aa illicit connection, Her delicacy in endeavouring 
to conceal that circumstance, in his opinion, instead of weak- 
ening, strengthened her yet unshaken claims to credit.—( Hear ! 
hear i) 

Mr. Wuireneap consdered the question for the decision of 
the Commiitee was not, wlether Miss Tayler’s birth was re- 
epectable, put whether her testimony was creditable? ( Hear ! 
hear!) Be ides, he believed the Right Honourable the Chan- 

' cellor of the Exebequer had assumed more than the evidence 
would justify, when he asserted that Miss Taylor bad repre. 
conted herself to the Committee as the daughter of married pa- 
reiits. 

(iier former evidence wastheu read, and it appeared that 

nowuch statement was made by her!) 

Mr. Witttams WyNNE said, it was net to be endured, 
that, becnuce, froman amiable reluctauce, the explanation of 
tle witness did not run before decorum and sensibility, that, 
therefore, a suspicion was to be entertained of her veracity. 

Mr. Banuam.—Really this is an attempt to discredit a 
correct witnes:, not upon her own testimony, but upon the er- 
rors of her parents.—( Hear! hear ! ) 

Mr. Dedric Smith, a brazier and tinman, knew the father 
of Miss Taylor; his name was Chance, but he had gone by 
the vame of Taylor for fitteen years, nor was he aware that 
Miss Taylor ever knew that her father had gone by the name 
of Chance. 

treneral Norntrow was thencalied on by Mr. Yorke to give 
evidence, as a General ONicer, to the superior state and disci- 
pliuce of the ariny under the auspices of the Duke of York, 
tu whatit had ever attained at amy former period; also to the 
superior situationaud comforts of the life of a soldier since the 
Duke of York was Commander in Chief. To the latter he 
bore ample testimony—but the point of discipline he was un 
willing to yield, observing that we had good troops in Gen, 
Walte’s time. 

General Firzratrick said, that no one could regol- 
lect the state of the army before his Royal Highness came 
to the ofice of Commander in Chief, and since that period, 
without acknowledging that it was vastly improved. The 
notoriety of the fact wassuch as, in his humble opinion, to ren- 
der any reference to General Offcers wholly unnecessary. 

Sir Jawes Putteney concurred in opinion with General 
Fitzpatrick. - 

Sir A. Wetrtestey and Gencral Grosvenor also bore 
testimony to the general services rendered to the army by the 
Commander in Chief, 

© Mr. Percevat suggested, that as the evidence was now 

‘closed, and there would be no occasion to ask leave to sit 
again, aday might be fixed for taking the subject into con- 

_ sideration, 

Mr. Warrnredan thought that no unnecssary delay should 
take p ace ; but still he submitted that the fixing the cay would 
more properly belong to his Hoo. Friend (Mr, Wardle) than 
tothe Right Hon, Gentleman opppsite, 

Mr. Percrvat declared that he had no wish to take the 
nomination of the day out of the hands of the Hon. Member 

(Mr. Wardle), 

Mr. Warpte said, that Thursday or Friday se’nnnight. 
were equally agreeable to him, : 

Mr. Wanton then left the Chair; the House resumed, 


aod the Report was brought up, erdered to be printed, and the 
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whole question was ordered to be taken into consideration on 
Thursday se’mnight. 

Mr. C. W. Wy¥NwNe gave notice that immediately after tl. 
decision of the question he should bring forward his motion re. 
lative to General Clavering, 

Adjourned at half past three o’clock. s 

Thursday, Feb. 23, 
LETTER FROM THE DUKE OF YORK. 

After a great deal of private business had been gone through, 
the SpraKker addressed the I{ouse in the following terms ;— 
** I have to acquaint the House, that since [ came to the House 
I have received a letter from his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Y ork, the contents of which relate to the Inquiry now pending 
before the Committee of the whole House, With the permission 
of the House, I shall read the letter.”’—The SPEAKER then 
read the letter, which was as follows :— 

‘© Horse Guards, Feb, 23, 1809, 

‘© Sir,—lI have waited with the greatest anxiety until the 
Committee appointed by the House of Commons to ingtire into 
my conduct, as Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s Army, 
had closed its examinations, and I now hope that it will not be 
deemed improper to address this better, through you, to the 
ITouse of Commons. 

** T observe with the deepest concern, that in the course of 
this Inquiry, my name has been coupled with transactions the 
most criminal and disgraceful, and I must ever regret and 
lament that a connection should ever have existed, which has 
thus exposed my character and honour to public animag- 
version, 

‘+ With respect to my alledged offences, connected with the 
discharge of my ofjicialduties, I do, in the most solemn man- 
ner, asa Prince, distinclly assert my innocence, not only by 
denying all corrupt participation in any of the infamous tran- 
sactions which have appeared in evidence at the Bar of the 
ITouse of Commons, or any connivance at their existence, but 
also the slightestknowledge or suspicion that they cxisted at all. 

** My consciousness of innocence leads me confidently to hope 
that the House of Commons will not, upon such evidence us 
they have heard, adopt any procecding prejudicial to my ho- 
nour and character; but if, on such testimony as has been ad- 
duced against me, the House of Commons can think my inno- 
cence questionable, I claim of their justice, that I shall not 
be condemned without trial, or be deprived of the benefit and 
protection which is afforded t» every British Subject, by those 
sanctions under which aline evidence is received in the ordinary 
administratian of the law.—lam, Sir, your's, 

** REDERICK.” 
‘¢ To the Speaker of the House of Commons,” 
The letter was erdered to lie on the table. 


INDIA COMPANY. 

Mr, Dunpas moved, that a Committee be appointed to ex- 
amine into the present state of the Affairs of the Eat India 
Company. It would be proper, he Said, to appoint proper 
persons intimately acquainted with the affairs of Jndia, avd 
therefore, with two exceptions, he should ‘peopose the revival 
of the former Committee. 

Mr, Crevey observed that tle revival of such a Committee 
he must protest against, The most important points in Asiatic 
policy were to be considered—the destructive wars,—the 
system of despotism introduced by the Marquis Wellesley, 2° 
well as the conduct ef the officers employed,—and yet the Cum- 
mittee appointed to inquire into these matters, where the very 
persons whose conduct. might, be called in question, aud they 
were thus to sit ia judgment upon themselves. Never was there 
such a mockery before, ae 

Sir A. ‘WELLPSLEY said, that when the conduct of his 
Noble Relation came before the Committee,’ the most rigid in- 
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quiry should have his cordial support. The spteenes of our 
dominions in the East, he was prepared to prove, had not been 
produred.by aggression on our part, or by any view of aggran- 
dizement. . 

Lord A. Hamivron thought that the oppressions of Bona- 
parte in Europe were not greater of more unjustifiable than 
those practised by the Britis’ Government in India, 

Mr. Woe. Smit perfectly agreed with Mr, Creevey. The 
obiections of his Hon. Friend were not to the individuals, but 
to the official situations they filled, which precluded impartiali- 
ty. Mr. Smith said, that it had always been his opinion that 
tle great mixture of Officers of the Crown wit! Meinbers of 
this House imprope rly influenced the decisaons of Parliament 

Mr. WICBERFORCE dissented altogether from the principles 
laid down by the Honourable Gentleman, as to O‘ficers of the 
Crown holding seats, It would drive them from the privilege 
of defending in public the measures they had devised in private, 
and leave others to explain what they best understood, 

Mr. WuitareaD canfessed, that he distrusted all public 
men, be they who they may. He totally disapproved of the 
names to be on the present Committee. Sir A, Wellesley had 
plainly incapacitated himself for being on it, by stating Rat he 
could justify all the proceedingsof his Noble Relation in India 
He objecied to the War Secretary also, and to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer; and asto the India Directors proposed, 
they ought rather to be examined as witnesses than preside as 
judges. Six J. Anstrather, another Member, it was notorious, 
had made up his mind on the business long ago. 

Tac Committee, however, was appointed, to consist of 21 
Mewhers, who are to report to the House ; and a motion of 
‘Mr. Creeve,, that a Copy of the Exposition of the Affairs of 
the Company by the last Committee, shouldbe laid on the 
table, was negatived, Sir C, Grant observing, that it was no 
use to produce it, as the public already knew the» information 
¢ontaived in it, that the Company were minus 12,000,000 ster- 
-ling.— Adjourned, 

Friday, Teb. 24. : 
THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF. 

Mr. Wuitrerean took blame to himself that he had not 
moved that time should be taken to consider of the best mode 
of proceeding, wien the Duke of York’s Letter was ordered 
to lie on the table, That Letter, it appeared to him, struck 
at the root of tke privileges of the House, His Royal High- 
ness might as well have written a letter to the House before 
any procegdings had taken place, saying that he was perfectly 
innoceat, and therefore that they ought not to proceed, as after 
they had gone into the Inquiry to suggest to them what eught 
to be the mode of proceeding they should adopt. He should, 
on an after day, call the attention of the House to this subject : 
at present he only protested against the influence which that 
Letter might be supposed to have on the opinion of any Mem- 
ber of that House, 

Mr. Percevac did not think that the Letter was any at- 
tack on the privileges of the House. His Royal Highness 
merely asserted his innocence, and requested, should any doubt 
remain after such assertion, that he might be allowed to go to 
trial, without any further proceedings against him, _ This made 
of addressing the Liouse was certainly net cammon, but he 
saw nothing unconstitutional or improper in it, 

_ Mr. Perceval .having informed the House that the Minutes 
could not be printed sooner than Wednesday, the discussian on 
the Charges against the Duke of York was therefore postponed 
till Wednesday se’nuight. Mr, Perceval also stated, that a 
Prosecution, had been commenced by the Attorney-Geoeral 
against Mr, Watson the banker, Messrs, Pollman and Keylock, 
aod a Mrs. Hervey, in consequence of an advertisement which 
appeared for the disposal of an appointment under Go- 
vernment. Messrs. Pollmaa and Keylock had boasted of being 
the agents of the Duke.af Portland, Government were taking 
Measure: (9 czpose and punish such itlegal practices, 
CAMPAIGN IN SPAIN, 
stan PonsonBy ‘brought forward his promised motion— 
it is indispensably necessary for the House to institute 
au inquiry into the causes, condyct, and event, of the ~Cam- 
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paign in Spain.”’—The Right Hon, Member prefaced this to- 
tion by entering into a history of the late unfortunate evenis 
in Spain, of which the public are already pretty well inforn. 
ed ; and contended, that having failed in Holland, in Ger- 
many, and now in Spain, though our armies had obtained 
glory, yet the military character of the country was goae 
for ever, for no Continental State can ever look to us for aid 
agaiv, It was necessary that the country should know why 
assistant¢e was not sent to the Spaniards in time, before the 
French accumulated an overwheiming force. It was neces. 
sary to learn why Sir John Moore was sent when hope was 
gone, merely that he shguld be competied to make a calamitous 
retreat. It was necessary to inquire why that gallant Officer 
was idly kept in Portugal for six weeks, so that when he 
reached Spain there was no Spanish force to join. It was 
proper to learn why Sir David Baird’s army was not permitied 
at first to land at Corunna, and when landed, it was without 
money or provisions. All these circumstances demand inquiry ; 
it was equally necessary for the horour and inicrest of the 
country, for the living as well as the dead. 

Lord CasTLERCAGA contended inreply, that there was na 
ground for enquiry. Ministers had already given every infor- 
mation relative to the campaign in Spain which had beeu re- 
quired, Astothe charge of delay in affording assistance to 
the patriots, no time had been lost, as soon as the wishes of 
Spain Were ascertained. Nearly 50,000 men had been sent 
into the peninsula, and the plagof operations was marked out 
hy the Central Junta,and agreed to by the Marquis Romana and 
Gen. Moore. The badness ofthe weather and roads had ocen- 
sioned considerable delay, and he allowed that the people of 
th: North of Spain were more lavguid than the other provin- 
ces, Gen. Modre’s diversion had hewever been ef great uti- 
lity, asit had drawn off the force of the French from the 
South, and given it repose for six weeks at least. ‘i tlie Noble 
Lord denied that the military character of the country was at 
all injured by the late retreat, and concluded his speech by 
again asserting that there was no occasion for enquiry, 


Mr. Treaney believed that there were few men in Eng- 
land who would have the hardihood te make such an assertion 
as the Noble Lord. A British army had been compelled to 
take to their ships under the very muzzics of the enemy’s guns, 
and this disgrace was occasioned by its having been directed 
by an Adininistration, whose imbecility be could not think of 
but with indignation and contempt. He would advise the No- 
ble Lord not to set himself up as the military opponent of 
Bonaparte, who, though called a Corsican, an usurper, and a 
tyrant, had still some skill in military matters, though the 
agents of Government.had so ofien, during the late ca upaign, 
foretold his ruin and destruction, Bonaparte had promised 
to crown his brother in Spain, and to drive the English out of 
the Peninsula, and he had done so, notwithstanding the great 
vigour of the Noble Lerd and his colleagues, Notwitistand- 
ing what Ministers had said, we kad lost 8 or 10,000 men i 
Spain, blown up the ammunition, destroyed 3 or 400 wagyons, 
staved the casks with the dollars, and abandoned a part of 
our artillery. From the 28th of December, to the arrival of 
Sir J. Moore at Corunna, there was a seene of woe never be- 
fore witnessed. The Oflicers returned from this fatal expedi- 
tion, in the detail of their sufferings, mixed execrations on 
those who had been the cause of them! Ministers were like the 
Spaniards, they wanted a bead, for nobody would contend that 
the Duke of Portland was the head. The Hon. Gentleman 
concluded by hoping to God that the House would comply 
with the wishes of the people, and cause an inquiry iato the 
fatal campaign in Spain. 


Gen Stewart denied that our loss in Spain was much more 
than 5000 men, 
Lord Mitton supported the motion for inquiry, and con. 
tended that had the failures at Ferrol, Dunkirk, and the Hel- 
der, been inquired into, the late disasters would never have 
occurred. 7 ; 
Mr. ‘CaXn NG, said that the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Tierney) 
had made many bold assertions, but he had not confined him- 
self by any means to truth. Sir Joho Moore had wed bis ovn 
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At half-past three the House ad- 


heing 
major ity 93. 


The 
a; sinst it PLO 
journed ull Monday. 

f Woring tte deb ife, 
out to be the reflection on the windows 
Drury-lane Theatre. A motion to adjourn was proposed, but 
withdrawn, Mr. Sheridau having observed-—** Whatever may 
have been made 
the Nation be 
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the alarm of fire was given, 
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LONDON GAZETTE, 
i 
This Gazette contains an account of the capture of the 
rench privateer la Fortune, of 14 guns, and 58 men, by the 
“aglc, Newcombe. 
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BANKRUPTS. 

A, Tlod Shéerness, linea-draper, Feb. 25, March 4, April 
1, at eleven, at Guildhall, Atiornies, Messrs, Bourdillon and 
Hewitt, Friday-street, 

C. Knowlton, Bristol, linen-draper, Feb. 25, March 4, April 

at Guildhall, Attoraey, Mr. Syddall, Alders- 


alt 
wily 


}, at eleven, 
kt nie stif¢e’, 
A. Clarke, Newport, 
twelve, at Guildhall, 
don, Angel-court, 

J. Phipps, St. Joha’s-lane, plumber, Feb. 25, March 4,-April 
4, at twelve, at Guildhall. Attorney, Mr. West, Charter- 
lhoure-sireet, 

Susanah aud Thomas Bailey, Hanwell-heath, chandlers, Feb. 

farch Lt, April4, atten, at Guildhall, Attorney, 
Mr. Benton, Union-street, Southwark. 

T. Rice, Stroud, Gloucestershire, ciothier, March 2,. at 
five, March 29, April 4, at eleven, at the King’s Arms, 
Stroud. Attornies, Messrs. Newman and Clarke, Stroud. 

H. Lord, Manchester, dealer in cottin twist, Mareh 6, 7, 
April 4, at three, at the New Eackange-buildings, Maa- 
chester, Attorgies, Messrs. Sharpe and Co. Manchester, 

J. Ingham, Great Lever, Lancashire, innkeeper, March 9, 10, 
April 4, atone, in the New Exchavge, Manchester. A't- 
torney, Mr, Cooke, Salford. 

J. Mawdsley, Ormykirk, Lancashire, joiner, March 7, 8, 
April 4, ateleven, atthe Wheat-sheaf, Ormskirk; Attor- 
nies, Messrs. Wright and Palmer, OrmsRirk, 

J. Gregory, Haverhill, Suffolk, baker, Feb. 238, at three, 
Feb. 24, alten, April4dyatiwelve, at the Bell, Haverhill, 
Attorney, Mr, Cutting, Bartlett’s-buildings. 

W. Hodson, Manchester, couon-manufacturer, March 6, 8, 
April 4, at eleveu, at the New Exchange-buildings, Maa. 
chester, Attornies, Messrs, Cowper and Low, Southampton. 
buildings. 

W. Cawsill, Mapehesier, stone-masoa,, March 8, 9, April 4, 
at four, at the Dog, Manchester, Attaraies, Messrs, Milge 
acd Co. Manchesier, ‘ s ; 


Feb. 25, Mareb 4, April 4, at 
Messrs. Gaity and Had- 


tanner, 
Atsuruies, 


a6 
25, 
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CERTIFICATES—Manrcnu 14, 
R. Brindle, Leyland, Lancashire, bleacher.—-S. Topp, Cha. 
derton, Laneashire, manufacturer.—G, Laing, London, 
merchan,— J, Burnes, Liverpool, tailor, 
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SATURDAY’S LONDON GAZETTE. 
———F 
BANKRUPTS. 

LL. Lord, Lormesicht, near Maachestcr, cotton-inanufacturer, } 
surrender, March 10, ¥1, April8, at two, at the Bridy 
water Arins Inn, Mancliester. Attoruev, Mre Pariivets 
Mauchester. 

FE. HW. Broadfield, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, boat-buiju; 
Mareh 20, 21, April 8, at eleven, atl the Stourport], 

Vorcester, Attorney, Mr. Hailen, Kidderminster, 

J. Sncdiland J. Pinkham, Plymouth-Dock, wonmongers, Marry 
10, 31, April 8, ateleven, ‘at the Shakspedre Taveia, Bir. 
mingham, Attorney, Mr. Meredith, Birmingham. 

C. Vine, Westbury, Witshire, tallow-chaodler, March 16, 
17, April 8, at eleven, at the George In, Trowbridge, 
Attorney, Mr, Williams, Trowbridge. 

D. Cooper, Stockport, hat-manufacturer, March 9, 10, April 
5, ateleven, at the Bell Inn, Leicester. Attorniés, Messrs, 
Pares and Co. Leicester. 

J. Gilpin, East Teignmouth, Devon, victualler, March 21, 2), 
April 8, at twelve, at the White Hart Inn, near Exeter, 
Attorney, Mr. Peacocke, Teignmouth. 

J, Warrington, Newcastle, Staffordshire, butcher, March 15, 
16, April 8, at eleven, at the Prentham Ion, Trentham, 
Attorney, Mr. Griffin, Tittenfor, Staffordshire. 

W. Milburn, Clifton, Yorkshire, tauner, March 21, 22, April 
18, at the Falcon Ima, York, Attorney, Me Fairbank, 
Manebester. 

P. Mark, Plymoutli- Dock, linen-draper, Feb, 28, March 1}, 
April 8, at twelve, at Guildhall, Londan, Attorney, Mr. 
Adams, Old Jewry, 

J. Garner, Thetford, hatter, March 10, 20, April 8, at three, 
at the Pugle lun, Manchester, Attorney, Mr. Cheek, Man- 
chester. . 

J. Jackson, Leicester, hosicr, Maech 9, at five, 10, at ten, , 
April 8, at eleven, at the Blue Bell, Leicester, Attotuey, 
Mr. Burbidge, Leicester, 

T. Valyer, Falmouth, batcher, March 20, 21, April 8, at 
eleven, at the Dolphin Tavera, Falmouth. Attorney, Mr, 
Tippet, Falmouth, 

J. Ball, New Sarum, victualler, March 15, at three, 16, at 
teu, AprilS, at five, at the White Hart Inn; New Sarum, 
Attornies, Messrs, Amor and Nichols, Southanipton, 

E. Palmer, Old Jewry, paper-hanger, March 4, 18, April 8, 
at teu, at Guildhall, Attornies, Messrs, Benbow aid Hope, 
Lineolu’s-Tnn. 

E. Roll, Red Lion-street, Spitalfields, baker; March 4, 7, 
April 8, at ten, at Gaildhall.. Attorney, ‘Mr, Bod, Bast 
India’ Chamibers, ‘Leadethall-street. 

J. Clancy, Totteuham’Courl-road, provision-merchaut, ‘Feb. 
28, Mare 11, April 8, at'eleveii, ‘at Guildhat), . Attorney, 
Mr. Shearmas; Hart-street, ‘Bloomsbuty ys 

J. Prentis, ‘Christchurch, | Surréy, ‘brickldyer; ‘ Maféh ‘1, 4, 

| April 8, atten,’ at Guildhall, Atturdies, Messrs, Weston, 
Feachurch-street. 

T. Hatton, ‘Colford, Gloucestershire, mercer, March 22, 23, 
April 8; at eleven, at‘the King’s Head, Chiford, Attorney, 
Mr? James; Colfotd, 

J. Jackson; Farnham; surgeon; Feb. 28, Matth, at twelve, 
Aprit'8, at one, at Guildhall, Loudon?” Attbriey, ba. Pele 
latt, Trottnohger- Hutt! Fénchuret-ste 

J. Brooks, Shettiett; Nardwateman, Marell 4,’ If,’ Api 8, 
at twelvey at’ Guildtall,' London, Attottley, Mtr,’ Batty¢ 
Chancery-lane, 

W. Tarnduil; Oxford-street, musicsseller, Fab: ‘28> Match 9, 

+ April 8; at one,-at Guildiatt, Ambrneys Mr, Wats W dod, 
Kictunoud-bvildingy,” Soha, 
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— | knows that he has been living for years with a succession 
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THE EX AMT! ty R. of prostitutes. while we have been paying his debts, that 
Sad e has been told over and over again of these women 
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Lexpon, PesrvaRry and their busy corruptions, in short that his attention, 


nae 


if be did not know them before, kas deen absolulely forced, 


Rowararre caiinot move bat he shakes all Europe. Hi: 
has returned to-Paris, and this simple return has; a3 usual, 
reised a thousand rumours, all of them to his, disadvantage 


and As His faieavs insist, been long directed tothem, and yet 
he writes a Letter tothe Head of the People’s Representa- 
tives, solemnly asserling his innocence upon his honeur as 


a Prince, and denying not only the whole evidence : 
; ; : ; \ * ‘ , . —— ae a - ‘ s ‘ C at ; 
ty take adelight in being credulous and iu fancying that he 5 , the 


cannot go home like other men, without having some mis- 
furtune to call him there. It is said-at one time that the 
Spaniards have been so truly cothusiastic as to beat ‘him, 
but every body shakes his head at this: it is then said, that 
Austria is about to declare war, and- tbat Count Merrer- 
nacn, her Ambassador at Paris, has left that city : this isa 
littie more likely, bui the time for Austrian as well as Spa- 
nish enthusiasm is gone by. People will not consider that 
Bonararre has excellent Generals to spare and leave be- 
hind in Spain, and that affairs may look so well in that 
country that he has thought proper to return to his good 
city of Paris, to take ‘his snuff aud his coffee with a little 
repose. Hewever, when one rumour comes forth, it has 
asgreat a rabble after it as my Lord Mayor; if Austria is 
bold, Russi: must be bold, and therefore we hear of pacific 
everlares from Petersburgh and of pistols shot at the Grand 
Duke Constantine. 

Now the Grand Duke, though an ¢ illustrious Personage,’ 
isa very stupid debauchee, and is therefore universally dé- 
spised; andas the Russians are but a half civilized nation, 
they may kill him as they did his father; but the fate of 
Yrance and of England have nothing to do with the Grand 
Duke Constantine, and I need scarcely warn my readers 
arainst this host of reports, raised very probably by shar- 
pers and jobbers, and always attendant on the movements 
if NaPoLron. 


Bar, but any participation, or knowledge, or even susrt- 
cron, that such transactions existed at all, No wonder 
that the House did not know what to do when they re- 
ceived Unis Letter, and that almost a dead silence followed 
its perusal. What! does his Royal Highness flatly contra- 
dict all the statements of his Honourable Frieuds respecting 
the exertions he has been making so leng to do away these 
corruptions? Did he see nothing of what be was opposing, 
or did he labour against them with the united iadustry and 
blindness of a mill-horse, thai sces nothing and knows no- 
thiag of what it seally accomplishes? Why, Major Hogan 
told him of these things long ago, and what was the con- 
sequence ? He was so astonished he could net speak a were, 
and so he brought his action for libel, ay action in which 


cation. Was he astonished at the novelty of the infor- 
mation, or at the novelty of its channel? Did he take no 
steps, besides that of bringing an action in which nothing 
was to be proved, to silt the truth of the M&jor’s intelii- 
gence? No; the Major told him of these things, the 
newspapers told him of them, and the newspapers heard 
from him in return, but still he had no suspicion. Now 
setting aside all the evidence on tiie question before the 
House, and taking up the subject upon one point only, 
aud that poiat acknowledged and pleaded by the Duke, is 
this extreme reliance on the honour of prostitutes and their 
companions a proof of his Royal Highness’s excessive 
watchfulness as Commander im Chief and one of the Guar- 
dians of the public wealth and houour? 4s this coufidence 
in profligacy worthy of such an Officer of the State ? 
He says that ** 7f on such evidence the House cen think 
his innocence questionable, he claims the justice of not 
being condemned withont a trial, and the privilege of 


he knew that nothing was to be proved but the mere publi- 
| 


As I have ncither time nor rcora in the present Paper to 
omment on the Debate of Friday night respecting the 
panish Campaign, I can only hope to be able to enter on 
he subjéct next week. The Ministry had a majority of 
73 on the occasion, no very powerful number for that vigo- 
ous body ; and this majority would most likely have been 

small as that on the Cintra Debate, had the proceedings | ¢V¢7Y other British subject to give evidence at the Lar, as 
four army in Spain roused the popular indignation as | 0 the ordinary administration of the law.” ~ If the House 


Lr ° . a 
ibly as those i in Portugal. o¢ Commons can think his innocence guesiienadle!” 


The innucence of a man of bad habits is at aj! times 

The least that can be said of the extraordinary Letter of | something more than questionable, and his Royal High- 

he Duke of Yorx to the Speaker, is that it can do his | ness may be assured that his innocence js very guadtionshle 
Royal Highness nu possible service. 1 think I miay bor-| to the whole people as well as to: their representatives. 
ow a phrase oo a different occasion re qur pastoral | He protests his innocence by bis ‘* homour as a .Pringe.”’ 
ttorney-General, who scorns to hurt any man’s feelings or | I have heard of-the honour of a gentleman and of a man 
en to keep bim in suspense for aday, and therefore I| of worth, and thank God I am in the habjt of enjoying 

ust be allowed to. say that the ** illustrious Personage” | the company of such pegsons, theugh they do, not, 

question does seem to me to be ‘ the weakest man that | debauch in Gloucester Place, or driuk wine out of glasses 





TH 
aise cost a guinea a piece, but I am at a loss to sete 
what is the precise abstract signification of ‘the honour 
of a Prince,” especially as a solemn vath, If His Royal 
Hizhness looks back to history, I am afraid that the ho- 
nour of Princes will not flash on his face as vividly as the 
onour. Ifa Prince isd virtubus nian, be may then 
car by his hondur as much as he pleases, if he thinks it 
necessary; but if he is not, instead of rendering his oaths 
sacred, what be calls his honour as a Prigce adds only to 
the contemptibility of imere title, and to bis dishonour as 
a good character. What has been said of wit may be 
hetter applied to virtue, though in either application it 
will be a cood lesson to His Royal Highness :— 

wit makes the mun, and want of it the fellow $ 

Phe rest is all but leather and prunella. 
He claims “the justice of not being condemned without 
a trial, &c.’” Now, in the first place, the House have no- 
thing to do with his trial, properly speaking ; they merely 
e,amine whether there are grounds for it: and in the se- 
coud place, who denics him this justice? Let him claim 
the tria!, and see if his Peers will deny it him! He claims 
also the privilege of every other British subject—to give 
evidence at the Bar, as in the ordinary administration of 
the law.” He may have it, no doubt, common justice 
and common charity grant it him: but what would have 
been said by this ** illustrious Personage,”’ who claims the 
privileges of every other subject, had his case been deemed 
libetious on the national chayacter, and of course have de- 
prived him of the liberty of bringing forward his evidence, 
as it deprives every other British subject accused of a libel ? 


di 


sv 
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The “ illustrious Personage ” is shocked ‘at the bare idea 
of being prevented from bringing forward his evidence. 
Was he as tenacious of ‘the privilege of every other Bri- 
tish subject,” when instead of prosecuting those whem he 
calls libellers in a civil court, and thus putting the case 
fairly to a trial of privileges and of truth, he prosecuted 
them by the Crown Accuser, aud by that method deprived 
them of the privilege of bringing forward their evidence ? 
J cannot swear by the honour of a Prince, but I cannot 
help feeling, by the honour of a lover of freedom and of 
truth, how truly blissful it is to hear this ‘ illustrious Per- 
sonage”’ talking of his anxiety, his delicate feelings and his 
British privileges of evidence, while he has been threaten- 
ing us with, and is now helding over our heads a scourge 
that with neither truth for it’s handle nor justice for it's 
end, may descend upon upon us whenever he pleases with- 
out the privilege on our parts of shewing we are right! 
Yet, after all, such a mind, sucha man. does this Letter 
exhibit, that had he endeavoured to ruin the Proprietors 
of this Paper by a more plausible method than he has pur- 
stied, they could pot withhold from him their extreme 
pity under the present circumstances. He is contradicted, 
flatly contradicted, upon his own protestation, even by 
those statements about his open war with corruption, which 
went entircly to rescue his official character; he is convicted 
by his own acknowledged connexions of the greatest 
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charge against his wooral character; and to sum up the 
acme of his disgrace, he is flattered and foudled by the 
Morning Post. Of that infamous paper, which Mrs, Ciéaxy 
selected for het military cominunications, and in which 
other women write panegyrics oa the Leauty and virtue of 
the Prince of Waves, I have received a notice from a 
Constant Reader; respecting a paragraph that appeared in 
it the other day so detestably obscene, that it rannot fe 
even hiuted in a public Print of the least décency. Our 
Correspondent, whose indignation has been upiversal 
among persons of the least gentlemanly feeling, may 
have since seen a notice in that Paper ** indignantly dis. 
claiming” the paragraph, and excusing it on account of 
the hurry of business. It was said of that vilé debauehice, 
Colonel Cuartees, that he was at Icast free from two 
vices, prodigality and hypocrisy, because his avarice ex. 
empted him from tho first, aud his matehless impudence 
from the seconds but here are hypocrisy and miatchiess 
impudence alonce. How came the paragraph in question 
to be selected during the hurry of business? How came it 
after being selected, to be given to the Printer; and by 
him read over of course syllable by syllable during the 
hurry of business, and after all revised and authorized for 
insertion during the hurry of business? But it is useless to 
talk of ils paragraphs. Every number that issucs out 
from it’s press is a scandal at voce to the literature, the 
honour, and the common decency of the courtry. Our 
Correspondent quotes the celebrated distich, 

Inunodest words admit of no defence, 

For want of decency is want of sense. 
But I know not whether it has been said before, that the 
Poet would have said with more truth, 

immodest words admit but this defence, 

That want of decency is went of sense. 
To this defence, the only reasonable one they have, } 
leave the Morning Post and it’s patrons; and Heaven send 
the:n a good deliverance. 


A werd or two of other daily papers. Most of them 
have indignantly taken up the inseparable cause of mora- 
lity and the country ; one paper in particular, once j<¢- 
toned a mere butterfly of the Céurt, has become so tire! 
of the corrupt atmosphere it has breathed, that it has 
suddenly and entirely changed ‘into a very formidable 
shape against corruption; but theré is audther, the 
Times, which after acquiring a’ reputation quite as 
sudden and still more solid, has condescanded, for réasors 
best Known to itse?f, Gut not unknown to others/to truck'e 
to what it may consider as the prevailing interest, and to 
adopt a mode of conduct which those who had legs re- 
spect than mysclf for it’s general character, would call 
sneaking. But in whatever light it may chuse to. repre- 
sent itself, it has no right whatever to misrepresent others. 
it states in it's number of last Monday that on account of 
Major Hocan’s pamphlet there have been a great nuinber 
of printers aad publishers under prosecution ; and it adds 
these words— | agar | 
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It was only from one of these that the original pamphlet 
rung; the rest did no more than extract from Lad recommend 
t, and that upon the attested character of it oapinnt, who 
no sdoner known to have fled from his charge, than every 
ne of them retracted his praise of the work, allow ed the ialeity 
f his extracts, and was willing to maintain that the Duke of 
S onk’s character stood as fair as if this individual arraign- 
sent of it bad never been published.” 

Now this is not only a gross: injustice towards Major 
Jocax, of whom it :s not yet proved that he went to 
merica for the sake of fiying from his charge ; but I can 
'co affirm, as one of the persons now under prosecution, 
hat it is a direct falsehood. So far from retracting any 
braise ot Major Hogay’s work, of which they ere thus 
ynpelled to reiterate their opinion, the Proprietors have 
itherto seen no reason whatever why they should not 
hmk even more highly of the truth of its statements : 
hey donot, therefore, and cannot ‘allow the falsity of 
hew extracts,’ and unless the Times Editor means to 
¢ ironical, they have no intention whatever ‘* to 
saintain that the Duke of York’s character stands 
s fair as if this individual arraignment of it had never 
een published.” Character has a great influence 
ith them in the present question: they _ place 
te Duxe and Major Hogan side by side, they 
nudge by what is known of both, and they have no hesita- 
ion in saying, after all that has been seen and heard, that 
ntil the law of evidence determines the question, the 
dvantage of credit is on the side of the latter. Let the 
ime’s Editor or Proprietor act as he pleases. If the 


as 


xamtner must goto prison, he will not add to the re- | 


raint of his confinement by unavailing narrowness of 
ind, or painful restrictions of conscience. This may be 
ride, but it is not the pride of place. 
He, that has light within lis own clear breast, 
May sit the center, and enjoy bright day : 
But he, that hides a dark soul and foul thoughts, 
Benighted walks under the mid-day sun; 
Himself is his own dungeon. . 
soshaenentie dineiataieetieinetaetieemetimnatens 
DESTRUCTION OF DRURY-LANE THEATRE. 
tamity brings with it a contrast of peculiar horror 
hen it bursts forth in places devoted to gaicty. lt .was 
| on Thursday last that a crowded audience was witnes- 
ng the song and the dance at Drury-lane ‘theatre, and on 
»next night that immense edifice was almost reduced to 
hes. Of course the Examiner need not make an apolo- 
to his readers for omitting his criticism on the new 
vera, which was produced on Thursday. If the author 
connected with the management,.as he is said to be, he 
of course one of the sutltrers on the occasion, and the 
ticism is in every way useless and unseasonable. {t is 


ly to be hoped, that Mr. Brsaor the composer has pre-* 


ed the copies of his very scicutitie and impassioned 
iC, $0 superior as it is to the Lheatrical composition of 
pday, aud so promising to those who wish better days 
ihe since... ‘Theiire broke out next Brydges-stceel, m 
Chinese lobby, where séme shops for the sale of gloves, 
it, &e. were about to be opened to the public, and it is 
pposed that it must have been owing to the careless- 
‘of the varnishers who were expediting their work at 
te hour. Jn Jess than a quarter of an hour the fire 
ad in oue unbreken flame over the whole of the im- 
nse ‘pile extending from Brydges-street to Drury-lane ; 
that the pillar of fize was not Jess than 450 feet in 
adth, Ig a very few minutes the whole of that part of 


| 
| 
whole line from the Theatre down to St. Clement’s Church, 
! 


2 ee AAA areca ae 
the Theatre, together with the front row of boxes, were 
| on fire, and the rapidity of the flames was such, that before 
twelve o’clock the whole of the interior of the Theatre 
was one blaze. ‘The Theatre was at this time left to its 
| fate, and the appearance was awfully and tremendously 
| grand. Never before did we behold so immense a body 
of flame, and the occasional explosions that took place 
| were awfu! in appearance beyond description. The inte- 
| rior was most completely destroyed by one o’clock. Some 
of the houses partially caught fire in Russel-street, but 
the engines, with a plentiful supply of water, continued to 
play on the houses contiguous to the Theatre. The ad- 
| vaulage of having a great public structure of this kind in 
| an insulated situation was apparent upon this awful and 
melancholy occasion. Although the engines could not 
arrest the progress of the flames in the Theatre, they were 
able to play upon the surrounding buildings, and thus 
saved the neighbourhood from destruction. In contem- 
plation of fire, there was a reservoir full of water on the 
top of the building, which fell in. Of its quantity, and 
that supplied by the engines, some idea may be formed 
from the appearance of the streets in the vicinily. The 


which had been perfectly dry only an hour before, was 
scarcely passable at two o'clock, from the depth of water 
uponit. Neither the burning of Covent Garden Theatre, 
nor the late fire at St. James's Palace, cau be compared in 
terrific grandeur with the fire of last night. The Thames 
appeared like a sheet of fire. 

At three o’clock the flames had nearly subsided; that 
once magnificent structure presented to our view nothing 
but an immense heap of ruins; and at five o'clock the 
flames were completely subdued. 

The building of this Theatre cost 200,000) Of the 
immense property of all sorts, in scenery, machinery, 
dresses, decorations, music, instruments, plays, &c. of 


which nothing was saved, we can form no estimate. If 


the Theatre cost 200,000], m building fifteen years are, 
it cannot now be rebuilt for 300,000]. It was not in- 
sured, we understand, as some Papers slate, fer sumething 
more than 40,0001, but for the exact following sums : 

Jinperial..... £.13,500 

10,000 

6,500 

5,000 

#. 35,000 

ee 
THE OPER AZ. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXAMINER. 
stn, 

Since I last wrote to- you a mew Ballet hes been pro- 


duced at this Theatre, under the title of Don Quichotte ou » 


les. Modes de Gamache ; the subject of which is takeu from 
the story of Basilius and Quiteria, in Cervantes’ admi- 
rable novel. Mr. D’Eevitce has acted judiciously in bor- 
rowing his subject from the inveation of augther, as in 
doing so he has avoided any gross violation of rationality ; 
it is only when he indulges his own fancy that he sends 
Turks on a voyage of discoveries, converts the Chinese into 
a nation of dancers, or makes young ladigs fall ia love with 


flower-pots. Yet oven in borrowing from Ceavarres he , 


has so mangled the original, and so .wretchedly contrived 
the action, that a person unacquainted with the novel 
would find the plot incomprebeusible: this isthe more ré- 
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markable, as the wedding of Camache is described so mi- 
nytely aud dramatically in Don Quixote, that if the story 
had been strxtly abided by, av amusing Ballet must in- 
cvitably have been produced., The interest of the plot 
consists in the proteaction of the denouement, yel Mr. 
D’ Eovanre hes hurried it oo 60 rapidly, that in the course 
of ao hour avd a half which is occupied by the representa- 
tign, not more thaa a minute is devoted to the slory 
which gives title to it. The only recommendation which 
the Ballet possesses is the asionishing dancing of Vestnris, 
Anciouiss, aad ihe Desnavess the Fandango by the two 


former dancers is uncommonly lively and pleasing, and ha: 
upou the very strange conduct of the Defendant, who, he said 


thomerit of novelty, which is a care thing in an art that ad- 
tnils but of Mittle varicty. 


tented wiih being ihe first dancer, he has exerted himself 
but little to increase his celebrity, but now that a rival has 
appeared he bas vained an acceleration of vigour and-ac- 


Yesrars does lo surpass him. 

The music of the ballet is very indiflerent, and as usual, 
the pruduction of M. Venca,; whose plagiarisms are be- 
yond all precedent; not couteated with borrowing openly 
aud confessedly from the works of composers, he contrives 
tv compile a patch-work composition, by pilfering in small 
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M. Desnaves secms to be re- | 
nimeted by the arrival of Vesrris; for some years, Cone | 





tivity, and endeavours as ardently to surpass Vesrris as | 





and requested Mr. Sinith to stop and explain his conduct: 44, 
Smith gave his Lordship the lie, adding—‘** Who do you think 
Iam? Do yeu take me for a Cockney riding out on Sunday) 
I am a Major in his Majesty’s service.” Lord Ranelagh tui, 
him he ghould not have taken him either for a Major or, 
Gentleman, and then informed him of his own rank and title 
Upon this, Mr. Smith gave him his card, and desired to mee 
him two hours feom that time to give him. satisfaction. His 
Lordship refused to do this, but the next day took out a war. 
rant against Mr. S. to appear before the Magistrates, wher, 
be admitted that -be had givea the challenge, and said it way 


| rather an extraordinary mode of answering it, to bring a Geg. 


tleman before a Ma.cistrate. 
Lord [Lcexnnonoven made some very just observations 
° 
was right io thinking that he ought not to be mistaken for, 
Cockney riding for a Sunday airing. The 00d citizeas of 
London upon such occasions comported themselves with pry 
priety and decerum, and did not violate the peace by insulting 
and beating the rest of his Majesty’s subjects. 
fae Jury found the Defendant guilty, and he will receive 
his sentence next term, 
THE KING v. BEAUMONT. re 
This was an information filed ex oficio by his Majesty’s At. 
torney-(ieneral, against the defendant for a libel. - The libel 
was published in. Zhe British Guardian, in the form of g 
letter addressed tu his Majesty.”’ Thesubstance of it went te 
charge his Majesty with unconstitutional Governmenst, by tak. 
ing his measures not from lis Privy Councillors, bis legal, re. 


quantilies from the works of avon, Beergover, and the | sponsible, and constitutionadle advisers, but from a secret junta 
other great composers, aud hopes by this means to escape | of hidden adyisers, who were not responsible for their advice. 


detection. 
purson yf such racan talents should be employed ; 
is ou account of music chiefly that the Opera deserves en- 
collragement, the orchestra should be in every respect as 
complete as possible, and nu composers employed but such 
as,are of very superior ability. 

lo this ballet, asin all Lhe late productions of Mr.-D’Ea- 
vitte, the eyes of the audi¢nce are assaulted with the sight 
of his six uufortunate pupils, whose health and morals are 
sacrificed to the anfecliog bratality of a ballet-master, and 
tu the more astonishing depravity of their parents, These 
victims lo pareftal avarice and vanity are the very bane 
ofplaces of public amusement, where one can searcely go 
without their being iatruded to disgust ug with the r uana- 
tural distortivas, 1 am at aloss to conceive what plcasure 
cau be derived from the sight of so many painted skeletons, 
apparcutly exhausted with incessant fatigue, yet eudea- 
voariug with ogles and leers to look diviue, while they re- 
mind one fother ef a cherch-yord than of heaven. In 
addition to tuese shadows, Mr. D’Eavrtte bas a numcrous 
troop uf infants that are bronght forward in the ballet, for 
bo purpose that 1 ean imaging, uniess it is ter shew that 
children can be kept awake till twelve or one o'clock; and 
that romge will artificially sepply the colour of which want 
of sest has deprived them. H.R. 

aoe pete ‘ 
‘ LAW, 


ey. 
‘COURT OF KING'S BENCH. 


Monday, February 20. 
THE KING v, JODN CARRINGTON SuiTH. | 
The Defeodant was indicted for challenging Lord Ranelagh, 
The Defendant, a Major in the Army, was driving his gig 
along the Uxbridge Read, when bé was passed by Lord Rane- 
lagh, followed by his servant) Asthe latter rode‘by, Mr. 
Smith without any provocation gave bim a cut or two with his 
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In such atheatre as this, it is disgraceful that a | It also contained other strictures in other parts of alledged in- 
for as it | Proper condutt inthe Royal Family, The libel being read, 


aud the publication proved, Mr, Cuirrorp, for the defendant, 
addressed the Jury, and contended, that the same doctriams 
had been published by Mr. Burke, the great Lord Chatham, 
and other eminent men in this country 3 and that no. prosecution 
had ever beey instituted against them, for exactly the same 
doctrines as was contained in the prefent paper. The Atior- 
ney-Genera] haying replied, the Jury fouad the defendant 
Guilty. 
THE KING vy HORSEMAR, 

This was an information fora libel upon the Duke of Sussex, 
published in a large hand-bill, lately placarded aboat the 
town, in which 20 guineas reward, and the Duke of Sussex, 
being printed in large letters, struck the view of the pasacnger:. 
When the hand-bill was read throagh, it purported to state, 
that whereas an anonymous band bill, signed a Yorkshireimao, 
had been stuck up about town, twenty guineas reward would 
be given to any person who would proye the Duke of Sussex 
not to be the author of it, 

Mr, Apouruus argued this was no lihel against the Duke 
of Sussex, as it did not charge him with dny offence of a cri- 
minal nature. 

Lord ELLENBOROUGH told the Jury, that whatever held 
a man up to ridicule and contempt was a Nbel. Now strike 
out the name of the Duke of Sussex, and put im any of theit 
owa, and then ask themselves whether such a bill placarded 
about the streets was not makivg a man contemptible? The 
Jary found the defendantgfiuilty. ; 4 

; BiRTie _ 

Oprthe 20th instant, at his house in Goodge-street; Totter 

ham-court-road, the Lady of Stefhen Hoole, Esq. of a so. 


- MARRIAGES, 

On the lAth instant, at’St. George’s, Hanover-squarc, Cap’ 
John Chitherowe, of the Guards, to. Sarah, eldest daughter 
of General Burton, of Upper Brookestreet. — |. -u 

On the 18th iustant, at Shefleld, H. J. Key,,Esq of Ab 

» to Mary, the third daughter of H, Tudor, £4 


and published by Joun Hune, at the Bx ane 
Office, h6, Beaufort Buildings, Strand.—Price 844. 
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